               







 
August 8, 2005

Dear fellow classical musician, 


Congratulations on your acceptance to Harvard!  You must be very excited for all that lies ahead.  And rightly so!  As you know, Harvard is a very extraordinary place.  However, it can often be overwhelming with all the incredible (and sometimes conflicting) opportunities it presents.  Being a musician, you will be particularly impressed with the number of exceptional performance groups to choose from.  But, as you sift through your many options, I urge you to consider the original, the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra.

Founded in 1808, we are the oldest orchestra in America and the only full-sized symphony at Harvard. Fondly referred to as simply “HRO” we are composed of one hundred talented undergraduates and are conducted by the renowned maestro, Dr. James Yannatos. HRO rehearses every Tuesday and Thursday evening and we play four major concerts a year in the legendary and exquisite Sanders Theater.  We also perform several smaller concerts, this year including a children’s concert for local elementary students, a midnight “Experience” concert set to visual effects, and a Valentine’s Day Waltz. 

Our program this year will also be one of the most exciting in our history, featuring performances of the Rite of Spring, Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, Pines of Rome and the Suite from Swan Lake, to name a few.  We will also be performing with President Lawrence Summers, pianist Robert Levin and violinist Stefan Jackiw ’07.

But, HRO is much more than just music. Our notorious parties and numerous social events (like our annual banquet, our retreat, the HRO Olympics, informal Thursday night “chill sessions” and much more) make us clearly the most fun orchestra in town! In fact, many people meet their best friends in HRO and there is really nothing that compares to the HRO spirit and strong group dynamic. And though our players represent a diverse group of students from all different walks of life and fields of concentration, we are bound by our universal love for classical music and for HRO as a group.  

Auditions this year will be held from September 14th-16th.  Please come to our table at the Freshman Activities Fair on Monday, September 12th to sign up for a time.  For the audition, we ask that you prepare five minutes of music.  You are not required to play scales or do any sight-reading.  Simply pick something which you think best showcases your talents and potential ability to play in HRO.   


I hope you have a great rest of the summer and I will look forward to meeting you in the fall.  If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to email me at jfcollin@fas.harvard.edu.  Also, check out our new website (http://hcs.harvard.edu/~hro) and if you are up to the challenge, be sure look into our 2005-2006 Concerto Competition. 

Sincerely yours,

James F. Collins ’07
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