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The new Season is underway and | am very excited to have 18 talented
men and women representing the Harvard University Cheerleading
Team. We just wrapped up football season with the highlight being our
Friends, Family and Alumni event held on October 18, 2008. Thank you
to all our fans who could join us for this event — it was great hosting you
back on campus! To those of you who couldn’t make it — we hope to
see you next year and will send along details once the date is
confirmed!

We are currently working hard putting our bid tape together in
hopes of an invitation to NCA Nationals in Daytona Beach, FL in April.
There is so much going on so we hope to see or hear from you all this
season! Go Crimson!

Football Season Recap |

[ This season, our team has been remarkable for its versatility. We have bases flying, flyers basing, and
= rookies stepping into all positions, with enthusiasm. In September, we went to the freshman activities fair with
high hopes but also, understandably, some anxieties as we had lost several talented members of our team to
~ graduation and other commitments. Nevertheless, our rookies have stepped right up to the challenge, and
everyone has really worked hard to make this season a success.

Our first chance to showcase our stunts for a home crowd came as we relived high school tradition, Friday

night lights, stunting under the lights at the season home opener against Holy Cross. With 21,000 fans under the
lights and a brand new video scoreboard showcasing instant replays and player highlights, the stadium was full
of energy as we wowed the crowd with advanced collegiate pyramids.
We have definitely had our share of bumps in the road — Literally! On our way home from a great game at UPenn — we hit a
deer on the highway in Connecticut. Fortunately nobody was hurt (unless you are counting Bambi or the van), but this
incident proved how close we are as a team, and how well we work together. This teamwork shone through again as we
braved the frigid temperatures during the 10-0 shutout against Yale in the historic 125" playing of The Game for the second

straight Ivy League title. At the football awards
banquet, we felt really proud when a few players
came up to us and told us how much they
appreciated seeing us on the sidelines at each of
the games. They said that “tunneling” through our
lines at the beginning of the game, as our guys
lead them out with our flag in front of a cheering
crowd, is one tradition they really love.

On the whole, we've had a very successful
season so far, thanks especially to the hard work
and dedication of our coach and captains. We
have been working hard on a highlight video to
be submitted for a bid to the NCA National
College Cheerleading Competition. Additionally
we are working harder than ever trying fundraise
to cover the steep competition entry fees. On top
of all this, we are hoping to gain wider recognition
by the Harvard athletic department, in the form of
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What an amazing end to
a great four years of Harvard
Football! Within one season,
our team has progressed
and experienced so much.

We have reached new
heights with our stunting abilities and proudly participated
in the historic event of winning the title of back to back Ivy
League Champs! With many new faces this year we've
had the chance to build a fresh and versatile squad, and
we could not have asked for more from our team this
season! With barely any cheer experience amongst our
newest members, they managed to learn and perform on
par with our veterans, and we have all worked hard
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a “Minor H", the equivalent of a JV letter. Pending
faculty approval this month, this year’s freshmen
could be eligible to receive a Major H (varsity
letter) if they cheer for all 4 years. Keeping our
past success in mind and continuing our
dedication and teamwork, we look forward to
continuing to raise the bar for the Harvard
Cheerleading program

together to perfect our technique in preparation for the
rest of our cheer season and as we record our first tape
for national competition. The dedication every team
member has shown is inspiring, and everyone is excited
for basketball and the beginning of our own competition
season, where we hope to replicate and expand on last
year's successes.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!!

The 2008-2009 season is officially underway and we need
your help in order to achieve all the goals we have this year
— the most important being a trip to NCA Nationals in
Daytona Beach, FL in Aprill The total cost of this trip is
approximately $20,000.00 and the university does not give
enough funding to offset this expense...SO...we are asking
our friends, family and alumni to help us!

Your contribution of $25, $50, $100 or more will go a long
way to helping us get to Nationals this year! This is a great
chance for Harvard to make a name for itself on the National
Competition scene and you can be a big part of making that
a reality!

Donations can be mailed to:
Friends of Harvard Cheerleading
Murr Center
65 North Harvard Street
Boston, MA 02136
Check should be made payable to

“Friends of Harvard Cheerleading”

Or you can visit: www.gocrimson.com and click on the

“Make a Gift” link to make a donation online

All gifts are officially acknowledged by the Varsity club and

are tax deductible. But even more valuable then that is the
satisfaction of knowing that your gift directly helps the

cheerleaders cover the expenses associated with our sport.

HERE IS ANOTHER CHANCE TO HELP...

We have an ongoing Magazine Fundraiser which is easy to
participate in. You can order new magazine subscriptions,
or renew current ones, through our website at
www.hcs.harvard.edu/~cheer and 40% of the subscription
cost goes right back to us!

We thank you in advance for all your help this seas  on!

My high school didn't have cheerleaders;
Harvard did. In some ways, it was as simple as

that.

I'd never cheered before, so | was terrified going into
tryouts that | was going to be asked to do some crazy
thing high in the air and | was going to die. As it turned
out, | was asked to do some crazy things relatively high in
the air--1 think the highest we got that day was a post-up
to shoulders--but, rather than freak out, | fell in love.
Whether basing, back-spotting or flying, stunting quickly
became my new passion.

All that was left was to actually learn the
cheers. | can hear the peanut gallery out there
going, "Well, CHEER-leading," but no school
in my area had cheerleaders. At football and
basketball games, we would alternate back
and forth between "Go Quakers!" and "Not in
our house!" The idea that | had to learn twenty
cheers in the week between making the team
and the first football game was absurd. As
always, however, the team pulled through,
arranging a big-sis little-sis program so that all
of the newbies had someone to run cheers
with them. And, with Linda's help, | was ready
for the first game.

Freshman fall's been a blur of laughter,
football games and inexplicable bruises. |
remember getting back to my room after the
first day of our UCA stunt clinic--1 had an awful
cold, more bruises than | could count, and |
had to do it all over again the next day--and,
when my suitemate asked how my day had
been, telling her how excited | was for day
two. Through the learning curve, where I've
discovered a new appreciation for spankies,
finally understood the rules of football, and got
my Crimson H tattoo-selling spiel down pat,
I've also found myself a part of the wonderful
family that is Harvard Cheerleading. | look
forward to team dinners with the same
enthusiasm the rest of the team has for the
football banquet, just for the chance to spend
an extra hour with this amazing group of
talented individuals. We've come so far this
season, especially given how many of us had
no cheer experience, and | can't wait to see
what's coming next!

By: Liz Paisner ‘12
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Get to know the Harvard Crimson Cheer Team

Website: www.hcs.harvard.edu/~cheer

Facebook group: Crimson Cheerleading
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