HARMONY After School Lesson Plan

Genres 

Used at Peabody School in December, 2008

1. Introduction

a. Sit in a circle and ask the children what types of music they like to listen to- give them examples, such as pop, hip-hop, classical…

b. Game

i. Rain Game (see Introduction and Dynamics lesson plan for instructions)


2. Genres lesson

a. Skit

i. One volunteer pretends to be going to sleep at night, and he/she puts on the radio to listen to music before going to bed.  Another volunteer is the radio announcer.  The “sleeping” volunteer puts on the first station, which is rock & roll, then continues to changes the station to a country and hip-hop station, finally finding the Classical station, and falls asleep.

b. Genres to introduce: Classical, Jazz, Rock & Roll, Hip-Hop and Country

i. Play examples of each and discuss what makes each one unique

ii. Instruments/vocals used in each genre

iii. Play songs and have children guess which genre

3. Split Children into two teams

a. One volunteer is the leader on each team

b. Play a song and each team decides which genre it is from.  Volunteer prompts children with questions, such as “What instruments do you hear?”, “Is there a clear rhythm?”, or “Is anyone singing?”

4. Close with freeze dancing (play songs that were played earlier in the lesson) or drawing to music.

