
Palestine and Israel
Harvard Initiative for Peace and Justice

" The Palestinians are concerned that they might once again become refugees .... Is it any wonder that the dream of 'liberating the
conquered lands' has become their central national goal?"

--Shimon Peres1

Firstandforemostweaffirm therightofbothIsraelisandPalestinianstoself-determination.

Weareshockedby theviolencein theregion.Thelivesof IsraelisandPalestiniansareequallypreciousandthisbloodshedmuststop.
We condemnthe state-sponsoredviolenceof the Israeli army andthe suicideattackson civilians. However,we believethat this
violenceis a symptomof a deeperproblem-- thehistoricaldisplacementof the Palestinianpeopleandthe systemicviolenceof the
occupation.

Wecannotaddressthisconflict withoutaddressingtheissueof imperialism,sinceit is only thesupportandaidof theUSgovernment
that allows Israelto perpetuateits policies.We considerthe strugglefor the liberationof Palestinea part of our struggleagainst
imperialism.

Westandin solidaritywith with thegrowinganti-occupationmovementwithin Israel.Webelievethat it is incumbenton all peopleto
look for a peacefulandjust resolutionto theconflict. Any solutionmustensuretheeconomicwell-being,securityanddignity of both
peoples.Theproponentsof a two-statesolutionmustincludesafeguardstoensurethatthePalestinianstateissecureandprosperous.
Theproponentsofaone-statesolutionmustincludesafeguardstoensurethatthehumanrightsof theJewishminorityarerespected.

History

Werecognizetheimportanceof historyin thequestionof PalestineandIsrael.TheJewishpeople,especiallyin Europe,havesuffered
persecutionfor centuries,culminatingin theunparalleledatrocitiesof theHolocaust.

We mustalso rememberthe catastrophethat befell the Palestiniansin 1948,when 700,000Palestinianswereexpelledfrom their
ancestralhomeland.

Any solutionto theconflict mustbebasedona humanisticunderstandingof boththe Holocaustandthe naqba(catastrophe).In this
context,we reject the commonmyth, long propagatedby the Israeli government,that the Palestiniansleft of their own volition in
responsetoanappealfromArableaders.Wealsorejecttherevisionistclaim,advancedbyJoanPetersandothers,that'therewereno
Palestiniansliving onthelandclaimedbyIsrael.'

Violence

In theviolenceof thepastthreeyears,2200Palestiniansand800Israelishavebeenkilled2. Thisviolenceis reprehensible.Wereject
thedistinction,soughtbytheIsraeligovernment,between"terrorism"and"collateraldamage".Themoralityofanactcannotbejudged
bythepoliticalrhetoricthataccompaniesit.

However,the statisticsaboveprovidean incompletepicture.Theydo notaccountfor the tremendousviolenceperpetuatedby the
occupation:confiscationof land, demolition of homes,mass unemployment,racial segregation,poverty, daily humiliation at
checkpoints,denialof theright toself-determination--aswell astheterrorandviolenceunleashedby theIsraeliarmyduringitsheavily
armedincursions.Fourmillion peoplelive in fear,grindingpovertyandwithoutbasichumandignity.We admiretheresilienceof the
Palestinianpeoplein the face of this unendingtragedy.We believethat thesesystemicconsequencesof the occupationmust be
acknowledgedasanextremeformofstructuralviolenceand addressedinanydiscussionontheconflict.

Many peaceinitiatives tend to focus on "reducingviolenceon both sides".This is definitely an importantadvancebut we must
rememberthatevenin timesof 'peace'thePalestinianpeoplearecrushedanddeniedbasichumanrights. Webelieveanyapproachto
theproblemmustaddressthestructuralinequalitiesof theoccupationandthehistoricalwoundsof thePalestinianpeople.

With thisinmind,webelievethatIsraelmustimmediatelywithdrawfromtheOccupiedTerritories,demolishtheseparationwall, cease
settlementactivity, compensatethevictims of the naqba, repealits racistmarriagelaw andurgentlyaddressthe institutionalracism
directedagainstPalestiniansin Israel.

Westronglycondemnthesuicideattacksoncivilians.Takingthelivesof innocentIsraelisonlycausesunnecessarytragedy.Moreover,
wehavenosympathywith theprogramof themilitantgroupswhostatethattheyaimtoviolentlydestroythestateof Israelandexpelits
inhabitants.Theirheinousrhetoriccannotleadtopeace.

2 http://web.amnesty.org/pages/isr-index-eng
1 Shimon Peres,The New Middle East,(New York:Henry Holt 1993), pg 168



Attacksoncivilian targetsalsoharmthePalestiniancausetremendously,becausetheyplayinto thehandsof theSharongovernment's
attemptsto divertattentionfrom thebrutalityof theoccupation.As ananti-wargroup,wenotetheparallelsbetweenthis tacticof the
SharongovernmentandtheBushadministration'suseof theSeptember11attackstofurtheritsagenda.

Wecannotneglectthe culpabilityof Arab regimesthathavebeeninsensitiveto the plight of thePalestinians.However,we cannot
acceptthe argument,oftenprovidedby theIsraeli government,thatthe neighbouringArab regimesarea threatto the existenceof
Israel.A quick search3 revealsthat themilitary expenditureof Israel is 4.5 times larger thanthatof Syria,JordanandLebanonput
together.It iswell knownthatIsraelhasdevelopeda sophisticatednuclearcapabilitythatisnotmatchedby anyof its neighbours.The
daysofmilitary paritybetweenIsraelanditsArabneighboursarelonggoneandIsraelfacesnocrediblethreat.

TheRoleof HIPJ

Wewhoareresidentsof theUnitedStatesbelieveit isourresponsibilitytohelpputanendtothisconflict. Israelis thelargestrecipient
ofUSforeignaid,andUSpublicopinionisadecisivefactorwith regardtotheperpetuationof theoccupation.

Israelhasviolatedinnumerablegeneralassemblyresolutionsandover30 securitycouncilresolutions,leavingasidemanythathave
beenvetoedby theUS.Thiscontemptof internationalpublicopinionismadepossibleonly bythebackingof theUS.Werecognizethat
theissueof IsraelandPalestineiscloselylinkedtotheissueof imperialism.

Webelievethatthebestchancefor a justandpeacefulresolutiontothisconflictwill comeoutof ajoint grassrootseffort byPalestinian
andIsraeli activists,andwe placeour primarysupportwith the peacemovementsin theregion.We standin solidaritywith Israeli
groupsthatopposethepoliciesof theirgovernmentandwouldlike toseeanendtotheoccupation.Weadmirethecourageof theIsraeli
soldierswho, despitethecoercionof theirgovernment,haverefusedtoservein theoccupiedterritories.

Webelieveanyfinal settlementmustdealwith tricky questionslike theright of return.Theseissuescannotberesolvedby diplomatsin
Washington.Thenegotiationsmustinvolvemassivedemocraticparticipationonbothsides.

Weresolveto work towardsestablishingpeople-to-peoplerelationsoncampusandfosteringdialoguebasedona mutualunderstanding
of thetragichistoryofbothnations.

On Anti Semitism

Wehaveabroaddefinitionof anti-Semitismthatincludesnotonly overtracismbutalsomovementsthatimplicitly denythebasicrights
of theJewishpeopleincludingtheir right to self-determination.We acknowledgethepresenceof theseelementsin thepro-Palestine
movementandconsiderthemindefensibleanddetrimentalto thecausetheysupport.

In PalestineandotherArabnations,it is veryunfortunatethat thestruggleagainstIsraelioccupationhasledto therevivalof someof
theugliestfacetsof theEuropeantraditionofanti-Semitism.Thismarsthehistoryof theArab world, whereJewswereanintegrated
minority living inharmonywith othercommunities.

Wearealsoalarmedat the rise of anti-Arabracismin the US. As the late Prof. EdwardSaidstressed,Arabsarethe only ethnic
communityinAmericaagainstwhichblatantracialslursarepermissible.ThetruthofhiswordsisborneoutbythewritingsofThomas
Friedmanand numerousother mainstreampolitical commentators.We are deeplyconcernedat the Bushadministration'sracist
crackdownonArabimmigrantsandpoliticalactivists.

However,we believethat recentattackspaintingHIPJasan anti-Semiticorganizationareprimarily meantto discreditus anddraw
attentionawayfromthecontinuedoppressionof thePalestinianpeoplethatwepersistinaddressing.

Wealsostandbyourcommitmenttorally for thecivil rightsof Palestinianactivistsin theUnitedStates.If wefelt thatthecivil rightsof
Israeliactivistsin theUnitedStateswereunderattack,wewouldbeasenergeticinprotectingthem.

For moreinformation,pleasevisit http://hcs.harvard.edu/~hipj.

3 http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/


