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" The Palestinians are concerned that they might once again become refugees .... Is it any wonder that the dream of 'libe
conquered lands' has become their central national goal?"
--Shimon Perés

Firstandforemostwe affirm theright of bothlsraelisandPalestinianto self-determination.

Weareshockedy theviolencein the region.The lives of IsraelisandPalestiniangre equallypreciousandthis bloodsheanuststop.
We condemnthe state-sponsoredolence of the Israeliarmy andthe suicide attackson civilians. However,we believe that this
violenceis a symptomof a deeperproblem- the historical displacemenbf the Palestiniarpeopleand the systemicviolenceof the
occupation.

We cannotaddresghis conflict without addressinghe issueof imperialism,sinceit is only the supportandaid of the US governmer
that allows Israelto perpetuatets policies. We considerthe strugglefor the liberation of Palestinea part of our struggleagains
imperialism.

We standin solidaritywith with the growinganti-occupatioomovementwithin Israel.We believethat it is incumbenion all peopleto
look for a peacefulandjust resolutionto the conflict. Any solution mustensurethe economicwell-being,securityand dignity of both
peoplesThe proponent®f a two-statesolutionmustincludesafeguard$o ensurethatthe Palestiniarstateis secureandprosperous
Theproponentsf aone-statesolutionmustincludesafeguardi ensurghatthe humarrightsof the Jewishminority arerespected.

History

Werecognizeheimportanceof historyin the questiorof Palestineandlsrael. The Jewishpeople gspeciallyin Europe havesufferec
persecutiofior centuriesculminatingin theunparalleledtrocitiesof theHolocaust.

We mustalso remembetthe catastrophehat befell the Palestiniansn 1948,when 700,000Palestiniansvere expelledfrom their
ancestrahomeland.

Any solutionto the conflict mustbe basedon a humanisticunderstandingf boththe Holocaustandthe nagba(catastrophe)ln this
context,we rejectthe commonmyth, long propagatedy the Israeligovernmentthat the Palestiniandeft of their own volition in
responséo anappeafrom Arableaders.Wealsorejecttherevisionistclaim, advancedyy JoanPetersandothers that'therewereno
Palestinianfiving onthelandclaimedby Israel.'

Violence

In theviolenceof the pastthreeyears,2200Palestiniangnd800 Israelishavebeenkilled2. This violenceis reprehensibléNe reject
thedistinction,soughby thelsraeligovernmenthetweerterrorism"and"collateraldamage'"Themorality of anactcannotbejudgec
by thepolitical rhetoricthataccompanies.

However the statisticsaboveprovide an incompletepicture. They do notaccountfor the tremendouwiolenceperpetuatedby the
occupation: confiscation of land, demolition of homes, mass unemploymentracial segregationpoverty, daily humiliation at
checkpointsgenialof the right to self-determination- aswell astheterrorandviolenceunleashedby thelsraeliarmy duringits heavily
armedincursionsFour million peoplelive in fear, grinding povertyand without basichumandignity. We admirethe resilienceof the
Palestiniarpeoplein the face of this unendingtragedy.We believe that thesesystemicconsequencesf the occupationmust be
acknowledgedsanextremeform of structuraliolenceand addresseth anydiscussiorontheconflict.

Many peaceinitiatives tend to focus on "reducingviolence on both sides". This is definitely an importantadvancebut we musi
remembethatevenin timesof 'peacethe Palestiniarpeoplearecrushedanddeniedbasichumarrights. We believeanyapproacho
theproblemmustaddresshestructurainequalitief the occupatiorandthehistoricalwoundsof the Palestiniarpeople.

With thisin mind, we believethatlsraelmustimmediatelywithdrawfrom the Occupiedr erritories demolishtheseparationvall, ceast
settlemengctivity, compensaté¢he victims of the nagba repealits racistmarriagelaw andurgently addresshe institutionalracisn
directedagainsPalestiniang Israel.

Westronglycondemrihesuicideattacksoncivilians. Takingthelives of innocentsraelisonly causesinnecessaryagedy Moreover
we haveno sympathywith theprogramof the militant groupswvho statethattheyaimto violently destroythestateof Israelandexpelits
inhabitantsTheirheinoughetoriccannotleadto peace.

1 Shimon Pere§ghe New Middle EagiNew York:Henry Holt 1993), pg 168
2 http://web.amnesty.org/pages/isr-index-eng



Attacksoncivilian targetsalsoharmthe Palestiniartauseremendouslyhecauséhey playinto thehandsof the Sharorgovernment'
attemptgo divertattentionfrom thebrutality of theoccupation.As ananti-wargroup,we notethe paralleldbetweerthis tacticof the
Sharorgovernmenandthe Bushadministration'siseof the Septembet 1 attackgo furtherits agenda.

We cannotneglectthe culpability of Arab regimesthathavebeeninsensitiveto the plight of the Palestinians.However,we canno
accepthe argumentpften providedby thelsraeli governmentthatthe neighbouringArab regimesarea threatto the existenceof
Israel.A quick search revealsthat the military expenditureof Israelis 4.5 times larger thanthatof Syria,Jordanand Lebanorput
togetherlt iswell knownthat Israelhasdevelopech sophisticateduclearcapabilitythatis not matchedy anyof its neighboursThe
daysof military parity betweerisraelandits Arab neighbourarelonggoneandisraelfacesnocrediblethreat.

The Roleof HIPJ

Wewhoareresident®f the UnitedStatebelieveit is ourresponsibilityto help putan endto this conflict. Israelis the largestrecipien
of USforeignaid,andUS publicopinionis a decisivefactorwith regardo theperpetuatiomf theoccupation.

Israelhasviolatedinnumerablegeneralassemblyresolutionsand over 30 securitycouncilresolutionsjeavingasidemanythathave
beenvetoedby theUS. Thiscontempbf internationapublic opinionis madepossibleonly by thebackingof the US.We recognizehat
theissueof IsraelandPalestings closelylinkedto theissueof imperialism.

Webelievethatthebestchancdor a justandpeacefutesolutionto this conflictwill comeoutof ajoint grassrooteffort by Palestinia
andlsraeli activists,andwe placeour primary supportwith the peacemovementsn theregion. We standin solidaritywith Israeli
groupshatopposehepoliciesof their governmenandwouldlike to seean endto theoccupationWeadmirethecourageof thelsraeli
soldierswho, despitehecoerciornof theirgovernmenthaverefusedo servein theoccupiederritories.

Webelieveanyfinal settlemenmustdealwith tricky questiondike theright of return. Thesdssuescannote resolvedoy diplomatsn
WashingtonThenegotiationgnustinvolve massivademocratigarticipatioronbothsides.

Weresolveto work towardsestablishingpeople-to-peopleslationson campusandfosteringdialoguebasedna mutualunderstandin
of thetragichistoryof bothnations.

On Anti Semitism

Wehavea broaddefinitionof anti-Semitisnthatincludesnot only overtracismbutalsomovementshatimplicity denythe basicrights
of the Jewishpeopleincluding their right to self-determinationWe acknowledgehe presencef theseelementsn the pro-Palestin
movementndconsidethemindefensibleanddetrimentato thecauseheysupport.

In PalestineandotherArab nationsiit is very unfortunatethat thestruggleagainstisraelioccupatiorhasled to the revival of someof
theugliestfacetsof the Europeariradition of anti-SemitismThis marsthe history of the Arab world, whereJewswereanintegratec
minority living in harmonywith othercommunities.

We are alsoalarmedat the rise of anti-Arabracismin the US. As the late Prof. Edward Said stressedArabs are the only ethnic
communityin Americaagainstwhichblatantracial slursarepermissible. Thetruth of hiswordsis borneout by thewritings of Thoma:s
Friedmanand numerousother mainstreanpolitical commentatorsWe are deeply concernedat the Bush administration'sacisi
crackdowronArabimmigrantsandpolitical activists.

However,we believethat recentattackspaintingHIPJ asan anti-Semiticorganizationare primarily meantto discreditus anddraw
attentiorawayfrom thecontinueppressiotf the Palestinianpeoplethatwe persisin addressing.

Wealsostandby ourcommitmento rally for thecivil rightsof Palestiniaractivistsin the United States.If wefelt thatthecivil rightsof
Israeliactivistsin theUnitedStatesvereunderattack we wouldbeasenergetidn protectinghem.

For moreinformation,pleasevisit http://hcs.harvard.edu/~hipj.

3 http:/mww.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/



