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Photo by Bradford Washburn
Mount Fairweather from the Coast Range at 2000 feet
(Arrows mark 5000 and 9000-foot camps)

We were returning from the expedition to
Mount Logan in 1925. Homeward bound, our
ship throbbed lazily across the Gulf of Alaska
toward Cape Spencer. Between reefs of low fog
we saw the frozen monolith of St. Elias, rising as
it were sheer out of the water, its foothills and the
plain of the Malaspina Glacier hidden behind the
visible sphere of the sea. Clouds shrouded the
heights of the Fairweather Range as we entered
Icy Strait and touched at Port Althorp for a cargo
of salmon; but I felt then the challenge of this
peak which was now perhaps the outstanding unclimbed mOUlitain in America, lower but steeper
than St. Elias, and standing closer to tidewater
than any other summit of comparable height in
the world.
Dr. William Sargent Ladd proved a kindred
spirit, and in the early summer of 1926 We two,
with Andrew Taylor, made an attempt on the
mountain. Favored by exceptional weather, we
reached a height of 9,000 feet but turned back
when a great cleft intervened between the buttresses we had climbed and the northwest ridge
of the peak. Our base was Lituya Bay, a beautiful harbor twenty miles below Cape Fair-
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weather; we were able to land near the foot of the
mountain, some miles above the Cape.
Last spring the same party, augmented by Terris Moore, returned to the attack. The weather
was against us from the start. Lituya was not
reached until the tenth day out of Juneau. Landing on the coast was impossible. On April 18,
after two weeks' delay, we put our supplies ashore
in Lituya Bay and prepared to pack up the coast
to Cape Fairweather.
By April 28 we had established camp on the
shore close to the Fairweather Glacier and had
cut out a trail, to the ice through a vile thicket
which grows on the terminal and surface moraines.
On May 3 we moved camp six miles up the debriscovered glacier, and on the 6th advanced it to the
foot of a buttress of Mount Fairweather, in a
little valley behind a moraine, referred to later
as "Paradise Valley." vVe were constantly buffetted by the storm, working daily in rain, snow
and hail, the tents scarcely able to withstand the
strain of the heavy winds.
Unable to see the
mountain, we had as yet no route of ascent.
May 14 gave the first views of the upper part
of the peak, and showed the south side to be our
only hope. The glacier leading to it contained
two icefalls occupying the full breadth of the valley, impassable except at the margin. Here we
were able to climb up snow-banks 'and avalanche
drifts vyhich bridged cracks in the ice and covered smooth cliffs on the abutting valley walls;
but the way was of great steepness and not without avalanche danger. Two of us used skis, the
others snowshoes. On May 24 we established

r

camp at the base of the south face of Mount Fairweather, at 5,000 feet.
The weather cleared and gave promise of permanence. vVe were at the entrance to a fine
broad cirque reaching out south and east beneath
peaks 12,000 feet high. Mountain and valley
were still in winter garb, and over everything
was the blinding whiteness of the new-fallen
snow. It seemed to me that this was altogether
the most beautiful place I had ever seen; but I
confess to that perennial impression.
On May 25, seeking to take immediate advantage of the good weather, we got a camp up the
very steep slopes to about 9,000 feet. il-le were
at half height of a rib in the center of the south
face, overlooking a tremendous glacial gorge
which forms a chute for countless avalanches. '
The climb was mostly snow and ice, with two
short rock cliffs. The average measured inclination of this face, from 5,000 to 12,000 feet, is
about 40 degrees. But a reversal of the weather
forced the abandonment of this camp early next
morning, and we were unable to return to it until
June 2. During this period three feet of snow
fell at the 5,000-foot level, accompanied by a
strong wind which caused us to dig a pit five feet
deep in the glacier floor and set the tent in it lest
it be destroyed. The other tent was left at 9,000
feet, weighted down with such stones as we could
find there to keep it from blowing away.
At 1.30 A. M. on June 3, we started up from
the high camp. The weather was clear and cold,
but a biting wind came down on us as we climbed.
A dull red glow, like a distant fire, appeared be7
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Ph.olo by A. M. Taylor

The Summit of Fairweather from the crest of the 13,000 foot
south shoulder

Photo by Terris Moore

The 5000,foot Camp in the magnificent cirque at the foot of the
southern face

hind Mount Crillon: it was the moon rising. We
came upon an ice wall, up which Ladd cut rapidly.
The slopes steepened increasingly as we approached two fine snow aretes which joined our rib to
the base of the main southeast shoulder of the
mountain. Here was a bare ice face, the blink of
which we had seen from far off; thin snow along
the side, enabled the ascent. The sun met us as
we topped the first at'ete. Everything seemed
very favorable.
An hour's pull put us on the shoulder. A dull
haze, as of smoke from forest fires, dimmed the
view: A gentle dipping ridge led half a mile or
more to the summit pyramid. The peak was perfectly clear in an azure sky. The thermometer
registered five degrees. We breakfasted and went
on, so confident that we left our remaining willows behind. (In Alaska, willow switches are
carried for use as trail markers in the snow.)
Climbing slowly,. we. attacked a steepening ice
wall half way up the summit cone, where steps
must be chopped out. Imperceptibly the' blue
haze had condensed into atI1in white veil covering
the whole sky. A cloud cap formed out of nowhere
about Mount Crillon. Driven by a vicious wind,
bucketfuls of a fine, dry hail hissed into our
step;;. When we emerged once more onto clear
slopes, storm and clouds were upon us.
We pushed on some distance in the mists, only
to bring up against impassable crevasses. The
wind and snow were rapidly erasing our tracks. It
was clear that we might have a hard time finding
our ice-steps, and failing to find them would certainly have difficulty in getting down. At about
9
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one we called off the attack. It took us two hours
to descend the ice, wall, one man at a time in the
driving gale, anchored by a rope. At four, still in
the blizzard and seeing nothing, we were back at
the shoulder. Aided now by our willows, we made
a late return to the high camp.
In view of the difficult position confronting us,
and the possible shortage of supplies in case of a
prolonged storm, Dr. Ladd decided that he
and Taylor, as the older men of the party,
would go down the next morning. Terris Moore
and the writer agreed to stay and make another
attempt for the summit. The division of forces
doubled, of course, the margin of food at the
high camp; but the memory of our ultimate success will always be clouded by the absence of the
two men who should have first credit for its acaccomplishment. For it is unlikely that the expedition would have been undertaken at all without Ladd's enthusiastic support, while Taylor's
essential contributions to the whole technique of
Alaskan mountain travel are too well known to
require comment.
Four days we lived in a world of snow, cloud
and wind. Late on June 7, confused cloud movements presaged a change. Mount Lituya and its
neighbors took off their cloud caps at last and
stood suffused by the rose and gold of the setting
sun. Vve lunched hurriedly and started, probably
about ten P. M. vVe took with us a sleeping robe,
a tarp, shovel, and food enough for several days,
ready to dig in and bide our chance if the storm
should resume. 'Ve also carried our seven-foot
jointed steel tent pole and an extra parka to make
10
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a flag which we hoped might be seen from belpw·
in so doing we sacrificed, of course, the use of th~
·tent on our return.
The going was pretty deep. 'Ve crawled, Indian fashion, 011 all fours, distributing our weight
on knees and forearms. It was very cold, certainly well below zero. As we approached the
aretes we measured the grade with a clinometer:
55 degrees was maintained over a long slope· and
the steepest place touched 60 degrees. High up
everything was changed. Fantastic and unstable
cornices draped the ridges and twice broke under
our feet. In the west, the shadow of the mountain lay clear and immense upon a carpet of low
sea-clouds, and around a point on the silhouette,
corresponding to our own position on the mountain, was an iridescent halo. By it we marked our
slow progress toward the shoulder. Here, at
perhaps six A. M., the welcome sun met us. Without a halt we went on to the ice steps of the preceding climb. Above them we followed the crest
of the ridge straight to the top; this seemed the
easiest way.
It was very clear, windy and bitterly cold. Vve
saw Mounts St. Elias, Logan, Vancouver, McArthur, Lucania. The coast was like a chart from
Dixon Harbor to Yakutat. Cape Fairweather
seemed at our feet, while on the opposite side we
glimpsed the waters of Glacier Bay between
winding ridges and deep-cut valleys. Very striking was a long valley running northwest to the
Alsek, in prolongation of that occupied by the
Grand Pacific Glacier at the head of Glacier Bay.
As on our previous climb, Mount Crillon stood
11
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out as the undisputed primate of its groups, a
worthy and difficult objective for another climb.
Mount Root rose easily from a smooth snowfield
north of us, whence icefalls seemed to discharge
to the Grand Plateau Glacier. We tied the parka
to our tent pole and set it up on the edge of the
summit facing the sea.
After leaving the summit we had shelter from
the wind. The sun became roasting hot and the
snow was melting rapidly even at (he altitude of
the shoulder (fully 13,500 feet). We rested
briefly and discarded unneeded supplies, but
pushed on soon in fear of the condition of the
snow below, which was indeed bad. With some
care and more luck we got down to the tent about
four P. M.
The descent of the remaining 4,000 feet was
a nightmare. Sun and rain had got in their work,
the season of night frosts was passing, the snow
was wet and treacherous. ';Vide bands of hard,
old ice had opened in the steepest places, requiring slow cutting. ,;Vith bulky packs, cutting in a
steep descent is not easy and one of us, losing his
footing, had a bad spill. We were directly in the
path of falling rocks. Despite an early start, it
was afternoon when we reached the deserted'" site
of the S,OOO-foot camp.
Nor were we yet safely off the mountain.
Cracks were opening in the glacier and the descent
of the steep snow track past the icefalls weighed
on our minds. Terris went on the same afternoon.
The writer followed next day, coasting with skis
far down the southern margin of the glacier and
leaving them at the dry ice. In Paradise Valley
12 .
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the snow was gone; we walked barefoot among
the tetragona heather and wakened to the liquid
call of the curlew in the dewy morning. Taking
with us all that we could carry, we made the
twenty-five mile jaunt to Lituya in one long
march. Here we rejoined our comrades and left
on the afternoon tide, June 12, for Juneau.
Clouds were again about the heights as we set
our course homeward from Mount Fairweather,
with its memories of high adventure, and of companionship, and of the satisfaction of a success
long deferred.-The Mountaineer.
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HENRY BRADFORD WASHBURN, JR .

Last June, with the discomforts of forty gruelling days of back-packing on and around Mount
Fairweather still far too vivid in my memory to
make enjoyable a return to Alaska, 'Nalter Everett and I set out from New York aboard the
S. S. "Paris" in hopes of broadening our experience both as climbers and photographers by a good
stiff season in the Alps .
The photographic results of our 1930expedition to Fairweather had been decidedly disappointing to me. While our still pictures seemed
to have all the desired definition and contrast, I
constantly had felt the necessity of a long, intensive study of the use of filters at high altitudes
before it would be worth while to make another
trip to Alaska .
At Chamonix, ensconced in a comfortable hotel
at the foot of Mont Blanc and only a few hours
from our developing laboratory in Geneva, Everett and I saw the obvious "base of supplies" for
such a summer of experimental work. Alaska,
the Caucasus or the Himalayas are no place in
which to practice photography successfully until
one has come to a thorough understanding of both
its principles and its details. Chamonix had the
0
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great advantage over Alaska of our being able to
develop our pictures at least once a week throughout the summer, thus allowing us constantly to
study our progress as we went along.
,
And, rather than spend the whole summer in
making a set of random pictures, we decided to
devote our experimentation to the making of as
inclusive as possible a film of the ascent of M.ont
Blanc up the lovely, but well-traveled and easy
route by the Grands Mulets.
To put out a startingly effective set pictures of
a rock climb is but a simple matter compared with
the photography of a snow peak. \iVhen one is
picturing a combination of rock and snow there is,
in the Jna!wup of the very rnountain itself) a certain amount of contrast which will, as well as the
often hair-raising positions of the climbers themselves, furnish plenty of material to hide any defects in photographic technique. The ((kodak-asyou-go" climber always has his great successes on
a rock or rock-and-snow climb.
To get a series of effective pictures where there
is nothing whatever but snow in your field of vision is quite a different proposition. ·With the exception of skiing, the glissade, or an occasional
delicate spot in the chopping of a series of steps
the whole success of a snow-climbing movie depends on the illgenuity of the photographer-his
knowledge of the use of filters, of the delicate
variations of exposure at different times of day
and of the tremendous consequence of the correct
handling of lights and shadows.
We arrived at Chamonix on the 20th of June
and spent the better part of a week in getting into

condition before making any move at all toward
our objective. On the 26th we started out with
Ted Holdsworth, our companion till mid-July,
an~ four porters. One set of supplies was deposIted at an altitude of 10,000 feet on the snowslopes to the west of the Grands Mulets hut. Two
loads went on to a cache at 12,900 feet at the
Grand Plateau on the following morning. Using
these two camps, and, later in July, the Vallot
Refuge, as oases, we spent the remainder of the
summer in the production of the film.
The climbing season of 1931 was the worst
that has ever been recorded in the annals of European mountaineering. Scarcely ever were we able
to spend more than a day or two in either of these
camps . before a storm would break, sending- us
scurryll1g away to the valley for a week or more
before operations could commence again. The
weather 1ll early July was the best and, although
we were badly hampered by almost daily thunderstorms, we managed to complete the work on the
lower part of the mountain and most of the introductory scenes in the valley before the middle of
that month.
During the last two weeks of July three complete ascents were made to the summit· once for
still pictures, twice for movies. In ol:e instance
Everett,_ a porter and I worked steadily for eight
consecutIve hours above an altitude of 15 000
feet in filming the ascent of the final ridge from
the Val~ot refuge to the summit, only to find on
de~endlllg that four-fifths of the film had been
utterly ruined by a defective shutter in one of the
cameras.
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This event proved once and for all the great
necessity of having two cameras on the spot. Although the loss of film and time was a cutting disappointment, we returned again at the end of July
with the second machine and, aided by Bob
Hoguet, duplicated what had been lost in the disaster ten days before.
On this last trip we had hoped completely to
terminate the film and then spend the remainder
of the summer climbing the Italian ridges of the
mountain. I-Iowever, before we had had a chance
to start photographing what we had planned for a
twenty-minute descent on skiis from Vallot to the
Grands Mulets, it was discovered that most of the
food had gone bad. Leaving all of the supplies at the refuge, we dropped down to Chamonix
on July 29th, hoping to return two days later with
ample supplies to finish off the picture perfectly.
A storm set in the morning following our arrival at Chamonix. From previous experience I
had become used to these early-August rains in
the French Alps. They seem to come around the
first of the month every year and last for about
¥VO or three weeks. So we settled down, expecting not to see the summIt again for ten days or
more. One of our reasons for going to the Alps
had been to escape the continual Alaskan rains,
but after that month spent at Chamonix, the worst
that the Rockies can offer will seem as balmy as
the Sahara.
\Vith only four or five short respites, during
which there was far too much fresh, loose snow
for climbing, the deluge continued till the 28th of
August. And then, with the date for our return
Photo by Bradford Washburn

The summit of Mont Blanc from the Grand Plateau

)9

to America far too close for us to risk being
marooned on the moulltain during another of these
tempests, we struggled to Vallot through oceans
of powdery snow at considerable danger from
avalanches, gathered up our equipment and returned, post-haste to the valley.
During the entire summer from June 20th till
August 29th we experienced only five excellent
photographic days on which we were able to climb.
And these, with one exception, were totally cloudless, making the filming of beautiful effects doubly
difficult. Of the five times during this period
that we climbed to the Grand Plateau or higher
not once did we find less than one foot of fresh
snow and twice the drifts were piled in over waist
deep.
A film thus produced cannot but be a mediocre
specimen of what might possibly be made on the
slopes of this stunning movntain under normal
weather conditions. But, regardless of these setbacks in the actual manufacture of our picture, the
experience which we gained, both in guideless
mountaineering and in the principles of snow photography was well worth the thorough wetting
we went through at the hands of Mont Blanc.
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MOUNTAINEERING

IN

NORTHERN

LABRADOR
b)!
ALEXANDER FORBES

filA

There are three groups of mountains in northern Labrador-the Kiglapaits, the Kaumajets and
the Torngats. The Kiglapaits are a small range
close to the shore north of Port Manvers. The
Kaumajets, a few miles farther north, occupy the
peninsula and island known as Cape Mugford.
The Torngats are a much more extensive range
occupying the northernmost 150 miles of the Labrador peninsula along the Atlantic seaboard, and
extending inland in places more than 30 miles.
The Torngats were the chief objective of the
surveying expedition of 1931, on which O. M.
.Miller,. Geographer of the American GeographIcal SOCIety, took charge of the topographical survey, and N. E. Odell conducted geological explo'rations, accompanied by E. Abbe as botanist.
The party sailed from St. Anthony, Newfoundland, on July 2 in the auxiliary schooner Ramah.
Two seaplanes were used for aerial photography
and reconnaissance. On the way north the boat
stopped at a cove south of the Kaumajet Mountains to give Odell and Abbe a full day to explore
this range. A similar stop was made on the return
trip, so that two full days were spent in these
mountains. During these days Odell and Abbe
21
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succeeded in making first ascents 'of four peaks,
including the two summits of the Bishop's Mitre,
an imposing and precipitous mountain rising directly from the sea to a height of 3000 feet. The
Kaumajet Range proved to consist largely of a
mass of volcanic rock, thus differing from the
Torngat Range, which is almost entirely metaW-0rphosed sedimentary rock.
On July 21 we reached our main base in Kangalaksiorvik Fiord. On its north side rises Mt.
Tetragona, 4450 ft. high, previously climbed in
1908 by E. S. Bryant and H. S. Forbes, and in
1915 by A. P. Coleman. Between Kangalaksiorvik and Ryan's Bay, to the north, lie some jagged
mountains known as the "Four Peaks," although
there are many more than four peaks to be found
in this group. Because of the striking way in which
they rise above the nearer ridge along the shore,
these peaks have been estimated by previous voyagers to be about 7000 ft. high. Miller's triangulation, however, proved them to be all less than
4500 ft. None of these, so far as we could find,
had previously been climbed.
Some of them
were believed to be unclimbable. On August 4,
Abbe, E. Brooks and I set out to climb one of the
southernmost of this group, a peak visible from
our anchorage in the fiord. The excursion began
with a 3 mile row across the fiord in the dory.
After an early lunch at a col, from which we obtained a fine view of the jagged peaks, to the north,
we followed a long ridge sloping gradually up
toward the summit, and rounding the corner to the
west side of the ridge, came suddenly in sight of
a deep blue lake about 1000 ft. below us, occupy23
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ing a tremendous chasm between our ridge and
another to the northwest, with a colossal precipice dropping to its waters. vVe went on up till
our peak rose high and imposing above us.
The morning had been clear, but the clouds
now descended, and presently, to our dismay, engulfed the peak; but before it disappeared, Odell
had examined it carefully with his glasses. Brooks
and Abbe decided that with the view denied them,
they would rather spend their time collecting
plants and returned to the dory. Odell and I continued. At about 4.40 we reached the base of the
last steep pitch to the summit. Here we roped,
ascended an easy chimney which led to a slab with
a 50° slope. The rock was firm and supplied with
an abundance of good holds, which rendered the
climbing easy. The slab led upwards between
100 and 200 ft., at the top of which we came to a
knife-edge terminating in a sharp, almost needlelike peak, but sharp as the peak was, there were
boulders on it to protect us from the icy gale which
was blowing a thick wet cloud across the summit.
Huddling behind this, Odell read his aneroid,
which showed a height of 4220 ft. \Ve reached
the top at 5.45 P. M., ate the rest of our sandwiches, built a cairn and at 6.10 started down.
Loose rock on the lower slope caused us to descendslowly, and it was not till after 9.00 that we
reached the low land three miles from the dory.
Odell, having more speed, went ahead to tell the
others I was coming. At 11.00 I reached the
cove, where the dory had been, and found Mrs.
Odell alone on the shore. She had sent Abbe and
Brooks across to the schooner in the dory with in24

structions to send the motor boat back for us, and
was now stoking a beacon fire to guide the relief
party. Odell had not yet appeared. In spite of
the fact that no vegetation grows more than a few
inches high, I was able to gather in the dark enough
twigs of the dwarf willow to light a beacon fire
on an elevation to attract Odell. Presently he
appeared, having missed the beach where the dory
had been and gone on to the next one. \Ve continued to gather willow twigs and keep up the fire
on the shore till a flashlight out on the fiord told
of the approach of the motor boat. At 12.30 she
arrived, and at 1.00 A. M. we sat down to a supper in the cabin of the Ramah.
During our stay several.. of the party climbed
Mt. Tetragona, and for a week Odell, Abbe,
and three of the others camped by a lake twenty
miles inland in the heart of the mountains, where
they made first ascents of several peaks, including
one over 5000 ft. high. For three days we were
at anchor at Ekortiarsuk, about 40 miles north of
Kangalaksiorvik, and there two mountain ridges
were explored, probably for the first time, their
summits being lower than those farther south, but
almost as rugged and precipitous.
On the way south we anchored in a harbor not·
shown on any chart, directly under the northern
slope of Razorback Mountain, one of the most
spectacular ridges in all Labrador, with an altitude
of 3600 ft. Odell and Brewster Morris explored
this ridge and found plenty of good climbing.
They ascended the mountain from the harbor on its
northern side, and so close was the summit to our
anchorage that we could see them clearly with
25
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binoculars from the Ramah's deck, and could hear
their voices when they called down to us. They
descended by the western end of the ridge to join
the boat at Skynner's Cove, Nachvak, where we
went that afternoon. At the end of their descent
they encountered some of the roughest and most
difficult climbing of the whole journey, and after
an adventurous scramble in the dark, reached the
ship at nearly midnight.
Both the Kaumajets and the Torngats offer
many fascinating climbs. The Torngats comprise
an immense number of fine peaks, and one could
make a "first ascent" every day for weeks on end.
The Torngats are studded with many small
glaciers, Mt. Tetragona alone having four on its
various faces, and the mountain between this and
Ryan's Bay several more.

CLIMBS IN THE TETONS, 1931

by
ROBERT

Photo by K. A. Henderson
Teewinot, the Grand Teton and Mount Owen
from String Lake

L. M.

UNDERHILL

The call of new routes? either attempted without success the preceding summer or laid out in
alluring prospect, took me back to the Tetons,
for the third time, in 1931. A couple of solo
practice climbs-Teewinot (12,100 ft.) and Mt.
St. John (11,400 ft.) ha:ving been made as a wise,
but inadequate, preliminary, I joined Prof. F. M.
Fryxell, ranger naturalist of the Park, according
to previous agreement, for some attempts of a
more serious nature.
We began with a complete
east-west traverse (the first) of Nez Percee, the
11,700-ft. "fore-peak" which stands between the
valley and the South Teton. This mountain rises
in three distinct summits, separated by deep gaps.
There were some very pretty rock pitches on each
of the summits, and the rappel into the first of
the gaps caused us considerable difficulty, owing
to the lack of any suitable anchoring point. Moving up to the regular campsite at Amphitheater
Lake, we later traversed the Middle Teton
(12,769 ft.), making the first ascent of it from
.the north, or the high saddle connecting it with
the Grand Teton. This climb had been reported
very difficult by a party who had tried it without
success the year before, but it turned out to be so
only at the start. Immediately upon leaving the
saddle we found it necessary to descend into a
29

d~ep

transverse gap, or chimney, formed by the
dl:appearance of a large dike, and then to mount
thl.s steeply, up a very insecure flooring, to a
POUlt where the opposite wall or main mass of
the mountain could be attacked.
Thence the
route to the summit proved to be only a pleasant
scramble.
.
Our major effort was a first ascent of the
G!"and T.eton (13,747 ft.) by the north wall, a
clunb whIch we entered upon with very slim hopes
of suc~ess and were correspondingly elated to accorr~.pllsh. The wall averages 65 degrees in inclinatl~n and appears very sheer from all angles.
It rises above ~he high shoulder connecting the
Grand Teton wIth Mt. Owen in three great steps
separated by terraces. The climb from this shoulder-which was ascended not too easily from the
head of the Teton Glacier, after crossing the
bergschrund under some danger from falling
st~nes--lay largely within steep and deeply cut
~hlmneys .. Its crux was a hugh chockstone block111g the chUl1ney which seemed the only avenue
up the second or middle step. Two pitons and a
ve.ry a:vkward courte-echelle were necessary at
th.ls POUlt, nor was the problem solved even then
WIthout much expenditure of effort and a bit of
highly .delicate c~imbing. Ten hours of practically c~nt111uous g0111g, almost none of it easy, were
reqUIred from Amphitheater Lake to the summit.
With Phil Smith, a Park ranger, and Frank A.
!rus~ow (Harvard Law School), I was fortunate
111 be111g able to ~ffe~t ano~her mew route up the
Gr~nd Teton, this tIme vIa the southeast ridge.
ThIS was a route upon which we had failed the

year before. The great barrier, consisting of the
first gendarme of the ridge, was surmounted by
means of a perpendicular chimney on its west
face. This chimney, which began after the manner
of the Mummery Crack on the Grepon, narrowed
a fter about forty feet to such a point that one
was forced out upon the adjacent face; to provide a handhold, while swinging out on to the
face, I was obliged in the end to have recourse to
an ice-axe hooked over two little stones that were
jammed in the apex of the chimney. The further
gendarmes of the ridge gave no serious trouble
and the final stretch to the summit was merely a
walk.
The face of Mt. Moran, direct to the south
peak, had vastly intrigued Henderson and me in
1930. This year I arrived to find that it had already been done, up alongside the dike, by a
German party, who were loud in their proclamation of its difficulties. A new route direct to the
south peak from the east, however, offered itself
to Paul Petzoldt and me up the rib adjacent, on
the south, to the Frying Pan Glacier. This turned
out to our great surprise to be the simplest and
easiest way yet found up the mountain: in one
hour and fi ve minutes of rock scrambling, after
leaving the bowl of the glacier, we were on the
summit. vVe thereupon descended the dike route
of the Germans and found it of nearly equal sim. plicity. Of Mt. Moran it seems proper to remark
that none of the routes thus far found up it has in
any way maintained its own reputation, or the
general reputation of the mountain.
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CLUB NOTES

THE CONSTITUTION
( Revised, November, 1931)
I. The name of this organization shall be the HARVARD MOUNTAINEERING CLUB.
II. The object of this organization shall be to bring
together such Harvard men, graduate and undergraduate, as are actively interested in mountaineering, to
promote an acquaintance and interchange of ideas among
experienced mountaineers, and to promote a general interest in climbing among the undergraduate body.
III. There shall be three classes of membership,
"active," "qualifying," and "graduate." /l ctive members shall be officers, students, and graduates of the
University who are considered qualified mountaineers and
who are elected by the club. The successful ascent of
two major, glacier-hung peaks, or their equivalent, shall
be a minimum requirement. Each candidate shall be
proposed and seconded by active members. Qualifying
members shall be those officers and students of the U niversity, who, although not qualified for active membership, are sufficiently interested in the aims and activities
of the club, and are unanimously elected by the Council.
A candidate for election to qualifying membership, above
the freshman class must be proposed by a member of the
club and seconded by an active member of the club.
Freshmen candidates will be elected by unanimous vote
of the Council without proposal or seconding. Graduate
members shall be those men who, during their undergraduate days, have been active members' but who still
desire to keep up contact with the club after graduation.
A graduate may, if he so desires, retain his active membership.
IV. (a) Officers of the club must be for their whole
term students or officers of the University. Severence of
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direct connection with the University automatically voids
the office. Officers are at all times eligible to re-election.
Members of the Council and chairmen of committees
must be Active members of the Club.
(b) The President, Vice-President, Secretary,
and Treasurer shall be elected by the club at the Annual
Spring Dinner. These officers comprise the Council.
(c) The chairmen of the Rock Climbing Committee, Ski Committee, and Equipment Committee shall
be elected by each Council at its first meeting, for the
term of that Council. These officers may attend but not
vote at Council meetings.
( d) The Council may elect such minor officers
and committee men as it deems advisable. These men
are removable by the Council.
(e) At any regular business meeting, if the intention to do so is announced at least ten days in advance,
the Council may propose the recall of any officer. The
club by a plurality of those present and voting may recall
the officer, and elect another man to the office for the
remainder of the term. Should the club in voting fail to
recall the officer that will automatically recall the entire
Council. The oldest ex-President, or lacking that, the
oldest ex-officer, present will then take the chair and the
club will procede to elect a Council for the remainder
of the term.
V. Business of the Club shall be conducted by the
Council, subject to motions passed and instructions given
by the Club at a Business Meeting. There shall be at
least one business meeting each academic year, at which
any business may be brought up, which meeting shall be
held during the first half of each academic year.
VI. All voting by the Club shall be by Active
Members only. At meetings of the Council, in the case
of a tie, the President shall have a second and deciding
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vote. There shall be no voting by proxy, except as in
VIII, infra.
VII. There shall be an initiation fee of $3.00 and
annual dues of $3.00 paid by Active and Qualifying
members. Dues for Graduate membership shall be $1.00
per annum. Members may be dropped by the Council
for non-payment of dues.
VIII. Proposed amendments shall be announced at
least ten days before vote is taken thereon. Three-fourths
of those voting, in person or by mail, shall be required
to pass a proposed amendment. Proxies sent to the Secretary must be read and counted by him at the vote.

ACTIVITIES
The Fall Dinner was held on the evening of
November 11 th at the Faculty Club on Quincy
Street. Voting on amendments to the Constitution
was followed with an illustrated talk by Rupert
MacLaurin on a winter ski trip across the Andes.
The evening's entertainment was closed by the
showing of the motion pictures taken by Allen
Carpe on the 1925 Mount Logan Expedition with
an accompanying talk on the trip by Henry S.
IHall, Jr.
Owing to the adoption of the Harvard Union
as a Freshman Reading Room and its consequent
closing to upper classmen and graduates, the
mountaineering books belonging to the club, augmented by others from the stacks of Widener have
been placed on Shelf 27 in the main Reading
Room of Widener, where they may be readily
reached by all members. It is hoped that funds
will soon be available for the binding of several
publications now owned by the club, but whose
frail condition renders them impossible to submit to public use. Any members owning extra
copies of books on either skiing or mountaineering
are urged to assist in the aggrandizement of the
library by donating them to the club. All communications should be addressed to Kenneth A.
Henderson.
In place of the Winter Dinner, a special
meeting was held this year on January 12th in the
Lecture Hall of the new Institute of Geographical
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Exploration on Divinity Avenue. Park Carpenter
opened the evening with an informal talk on the
formation of the Boston Ski Union, of which the
club is a member. Robert L. M. Underhill showed
colored slides and talked on his latest climbs in the
Rockies and especially those in the Tetons, and
Bradford vVashburn concluded the evening with
a lecture on Mont Blanc, showing the colored
slides and motion pictures taken in Europe last
summer by \-\Talter Everett and himself.
Terris Moore and Arthur B. Emmons III are
members of an expedition under the leadership
. of Gene Lamb which plans to pass two years in
Tibet in search of a mountain range believed to
be higher than Mount Everest.

Francis P. Farquhar: Guideless climbs in the
Sierra Nevada including Cathedral Peak, Unicorn
Peak, North Palisade, Thunderbolt Peak and
Mount Whiting.
J. Lindsay Dexter: Cloud's Peak and Black
Tooth in the Big Horn Mountains of Wyoming.
Bradley B. Gilman: At Lake O'Hara in the
Canadian Rockies (all guideless): Y ukness, Schaffer, Odoray, Huber, Victoria from Huber-Victoria col with descent on Abbott Pass, Hungabee
( twice), the Mitre and Louis.
Henry B. White: Minor climbs about Chamonix
and the Theodulehorn and Breithorn at Zermatt.
J. devVolfe Perry, J1'. is said to have reached
the summit of Pike's Peak (by Ford).

During the summer of 1931, club members,
who are not authors of individual articles in the
body of this booklet, made the following climbs:
Lincoln O'Brien: The Dachstein (upper Austria); Traverse of Stralihorn (Zermatt); col
Durand, Jaggihorn and descent to Saas Fee partly
by the J aggigrat (all guideless).

R., H. Goodwin: Climbs in the Medicine-Bow
Mountains of vVyoming and in Glacier Park, including Mount Cleveland in the vVilson Range.
Stafford M. \-\Theeler: Zinal Rothorn, "Wellenkuppe, Ober Gabelhorn, Dent Blanche and Matterhorn (ordinary route) (all guideless). Also the
Weisshorn by the Schalligrat and descent by the
Ostgrat with a guide.
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MEMBERSHIP

GRADUATE MEMBERS
Baldwin, John D., 2545 Ferdinand Ave., Honolulu, T. H.
Duncan, Dyson, 998 Fifth Ave., New York City
Farquhar, Francis P., 2728 Union St., San Francisco, Cal.
Field, William B. Osgood, Jr., Lenox, Mass.
Gilman, Bradley B., Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.
Holden, A. John, Jr., Bennington, Vt.
Hudson, Manley 0., Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Mass.
Mallinckrodt, Edward, Jr., Second and Mallinckrodt Sts., St.
Louis, Mo.
Morton, Marcus, Jr., 24 Larchwood Drivc, Cambridge, Mass.
Morgan, Robert M., 40 Linnaean St., Cambridge, Mass.
i\orris, R. Hosmer, New Hartford, Conn.
Odell, N. E., Clare' College, Cambridge, England.
Perkins, Francis W., 82 Monmouth St., Brookline, Mass.
Sch'wab, H. B. deV., Merrick, Long Island, N. Y.
Stebbins, Dr. Henry D., Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston,
Mass.
Sturges, Walter Knight, 1770 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.
Ulrichs, Hermann F., Cornish School, Seattle, Wash.
Vaux, George, The Thicket, Bryn Mawr, Penn.
VVarfield, Ben Breckenridge, St. Paul's School, Concord, N. H.

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Balch, Robert S., 130 Prince St., Jamaica Plain, Mass.
Bent, Arthur E., Old Road, Weston, Mass.
Bradlee, Henry J., Jr., 47 Hillside Road, Brookline, Mass.
Bright, Alexander H., 165 Brattle St., Cambridge, Mass.
Brown, Donald W., Jr., C-ll Dunster House, Cambridge, Mass.
Burr, Allston, 60 State Street, Boston, Mass.
Cabot, Thomas D., 940 Old South Building, 294 Washington St.,
Boston, Mass.
Callender, A. B., Winthrop House G-35, Cambridge, Mass.
Comey, Arthur C., 5 Boylston St., Cambridge, Mass.
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Coolidgc, Lawrence, 71 Mt. Vernon St., Boston, Mass.
Dewing, Arthur Stonc, 8 Willard Strcet, Cambridge, Mass.
Durand, Dana B., Haryard University.
Emmons, Arthur B., 3d., DO\-cr, Mass.
Faxon, William 0., Eliot House A-3 1, Cambridge, Mass.
Forbes, Alcxander, I-larland St., Milton, Mass.
Goodwin, Richard H., Dunster House J-31, Cambridge, Mass.
Gray, John C., Lowell House, Cambridgc, Mass.
Hall, Henry S., Jr., 154 Coolidge Hill, Cambridge, Mass.
Helburn, \;Villard, 33 Lcxington An., Cambridgc, Mass.
Henderson, Kenneth A., 238 Chestnut Street, Vilest Newton, Mass.
Hoguet, Robert Louis, Jr., B-37 Mellon Hall, Soldiers Field,
Boston, Mass.
Hubbard, J De\Volf, Theological Seminary, Alexandria, Va.
Huntington, Profcssor Edward V., 48 Highland St., Cambridge,
Mass.
Johnson, J. E., 8a Chauncey St., Cambridge, Mass.
Kennard, Harrison E., 246 Dudley Rd., Newton Center, Mass.
Kennard, J. H., Dunster House G-22, Cambridge, Mass.
MacLaurin, IV. Rupert, B-21 Mellon Hall, Soldiers Field, Boston, Mass.
Mather, Profcssor Kirtlcy F., 15 Channing Road, Newton Center,
Mass.
Megre\v, Alden F., Dunster House E-42, Cambridge, aMss.
Moore, Terris, 560 Warwick Rd., Haddonfield, N. J.
Norris, Guy H., 5 Mason Terrace, Brookline, Mass.
O'Brien, Lincoln, 3 Everett St., Cambridge, Mass.
Perry, James DeWolf, Jr., Dunster House F-42, Cambridge,
Mass . .
Underhill, Robert L. M., 43 Beck Hall, Cambridge.
\Vashburn, Hcnry Bradford, Jr., A-32 Lowell House, Cambridge,
Mass.
\Veed, George 1\1., 24 Monument St., Concord, Mass.
\Vheeler, Stafford M., B-43 Lowell House, Cambridge, Mass.
Whitney, Roger S., Free Hospital for \Vomen, Brookline, Mass.
\Vorkman, William Hunter, 300 Franklin St., Newton, Mass.
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QUALIFYING MEMBERS
Babcock, H. H., Wigglesworth Hall G-12, Cambridge, Mass.
Boyden, Roland W., Dunster Housc G-31, Cambridgc, Mass.
Dexter, J Lindsay, Cia verley 46, Cambridge, Mass.
Dow, Richard, 12 Andover Hall, Cambridge, Mass.
Ebliilg, IV. F., Lowell House 0-22, Cambridge, Mass.
Everett, W. C., D-52 Lowell Housc, Cambridge, Mass.
Fenollosa, G. M., Lowell House F-42, Cambridge, Mass.
Gilchrist, Frank, D-+2 Lc\-crctt I-louse, Cambridge, Mass.
Gutheim, Robcrt, John \Vinthrop House 1-22, Cambridge, Mass_
Hatch, Albert M., Lowell L-41, Cambridgc, Mass.
Houston, C. S., Massachusetts 6, Cambridge, Mass.
Jenks, -Edward N., Eliot House J-41, Cambridge, Mass.
Jenks, William F., Winthrop Honse G-35, Cambridge, Mass.
Kellogg, W., CIa verley 43, Cambridge, Mass.
Maell vaine, Alcxander, I-52 Dunster House, Cambridgc, Mass.
Morse, David H., 147 \;Vashington St., Marblehead, Mass.
Powel, Samuel, J 1'., L-21 Eliot HOllse, Cambridge, Mass.
Riley, Richard L., Lowell House M-31, Cambridge, Mass.
Sears, IV. R., Straus Hall C-22, Cambridge, Mass.
Steinway, T. D., Straus B-3 1, Cambridge, Mass.
Trosh, James F., Adams Honse B-17, Cambridge, Mass.
Washbnrn, Sherwood L., Matthews 9, Cambridge, Mass.
Westgate, W., Wigglesworth 1-22, Cambridge, Mass.
White, John Underhill, McKinlock C-21, Cambridge, Mass.
Wellman, Charles H., Leverett HOllse FAt, Cambridge, Mass.
\Vhite, Henry Bowen, Hollis 8, Cambridge, Mass.
Wing, Lucius T., Weld 16, Cambridge, Mass.
Young, Hamilton, Lowell L-31, Cambridge, Mass.
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