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URING the past year, the fourth of the club's existence, very
considerable activity has continued among its members,
both at home and abroad. In the Alps last summer it
was not uncommon to encounter several of our members at one or
more of the climbing centers at the same time. In western North
America we were well represen ted from the Sierras to Alaska .
This second issue of HARVARD MOUNTAINEERING does not necessarily establish the club's publication on an annual basis, it being
felt rather that the activities of members should be placed on
record from time to time only as the interest of participants and
the majority of the members dictate. It is hoped, however, that
publication at not too infrequent intervals may prove possible.
If the club is able in this manner to bring to the attention of its
own members and others anything of interest or value which will
prove a stimulation to further mountaineering and exploratory
activity, the present editor will at least feel amply rewarded for
his efforts.
In this number are recorded several notable expeditions by
members. The article by Field is significant both for its subject
matter and as an example of the type of exploratory mountain
travel which is still possible on this continent. Ostheimer has
written of what is perhaps the greatest tOU1' de f01'ce ever accomplished in a single season in the Canadian Rockies. He was fortunate in being able to take advantage of several important factors
.such as recently published maps, the work of other expeditions,
and his own knowledge gained in previous years of the best organization, equipment, and personnel required for such accomplishments. That his record will be exceeded seems unlikely for more
than one reason. Duncan not only supplements previous work by a
party of which Ostheimer was a member, but also re-emphasizes
further goals nearby. Palmer in following up Field's work of two
years earlier was able, on a brief trip, evidently undertaken on
short notice, to add another successful chapter to his long and
enviable mountaineering record. Gilman tells of a good guideless
climb carefully studied and executed. In 19~7 he and Jefferson
accomplished still better work in their guideless ascent of Mt.
[35 ]

D

Louis described by the latter in the current (June, 1928) number of
Appalachia.
.
Completing the number are tw.o s~ort articles on our two maJor
local activities, skiing and rock chmbmg. That bot~ these forms of
exercise and healthful pleasure can be far more wIdely devel?ped
than they are at present seems certain. The club sho~ld keep It~el£
in shape for high climbing by a more ardent and sustamed devotIOn
to these sports.
.
In closing, the editor would like to say that he IS always gla~ to
hear from members, of their activities, of their plans, and possIbly
to be of some assistance to them in making contacts or in otherwise securing mountaineering information.
HENRY S, HALL, JR.

Unclimbed Peaks in the Alaska Range
By W OSGOOD FIELD
OUNTAINEERING activities in the Alaska Range have been
confined almost solely to Mount McKinley itself. Indeed,
since the successful ascent of that great peak in 1913,
there seems to have been no climbing in any portion of that vast
mountain system As yet, mountaineers have not learned of the
countless fine peaks of that region, many stilI unmapped and nearly
all unnamed.
Briefly, I should like to point out a few of the possibilities contained in one small section of this range, namely, that lying southwest of Mount McKinley within a distance of sixty miles. Here we
have one outstandingly high peak with a multitude of other less
prominent ones, but of almost equal beauty and interest. Only
three peaks are named and their altitudes determined · Mount
Foraker (17,000 feet); Mount Russell (11,500 feet); and Mount Dall
(9000 feet) 1 In this article we shall first consider Mount
Foraker itself; then all the remaining peaks of the region, including
Mounts Russell and Dall.
Mount Foraker is undoubtedly one of the finest mountains in
the world and suffers only because of its nearness to Mount
McKinley (20,300 feet) which rises scarcely fifteen miles to the
northeast. However, in beauty of outline Mount Foraker compares favorably with its big neighbor, for its slopes are on the
average somewhat steeper and quite as spectacular. It ranks third
among the peaks situated in Alaskan territory, following close on
the heels of Mount St. Elias (18,024 feet).
There is no record of any attempt to scale this stupendous mountain or even to make a study of its possible routes of ascent. Such
conditions cannot last much longer and it is safe to say that within
a few years it will begin to attract mountaineers. The mountain
affords one of the finest first ascents to be had in Alaska, - a feat
which should rank in merit with a successful second ascent of
McKinley
The climb itself would, I believe, be a very difficult one, involving

M

1 South of McKinley and east of Foraker, somewhat outside the section under
discussion, is Mt, Hunter (14,960 feet) , the third highest peak of the Araska Range,
Little seems to be known about the mountain as it is very remotely situated on the
south slope of the Range.
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more technical problems than that of McKinley The ridges and
faces of the mountain are for the most part terrifically steep, and
in many cases overhung with ice falls and hanging glaciers, Furthermore, like McKinley, it rises from a very low base of about
three thousand feet, thereby giving the mountain mass itself an
actual height of approximately fourteen thousand feet. In this it is
surpassed by few mountains other than McKinley.
In September, 19~7, it was my privilege to approach to within
a few miles of the northwesterly slopes of the mountain. Unfortunately, an early snowfall had blanketed the whole region, making
any high mountain work impossible, and covering the ridges and
slopes to such an extent as to make it most difficult to study out a
possible route of ascent. It was pretty plain, however, that there
is no very obvious or easy route. Under the winter conditions
Foraker's two peaks looked almost inaccessible.
However, there probably does exist some sort of a possible route
on the north or west sides, even though we could not make one out.
The south and east sides of the mountain are very precipitous and
probably even more formidable due to the greater amount of snow
and ice. Also, the southern approaches to the mountain can be
counted upon to be extremely complicated and difficult. Thus on:
the north and west sides probably will be found the route by which
the peaks ultimately will be attained; and it is fortunate, therefore,
that the base of the mountain on those sides can be reached coniparatively easily A dog team could reach the actual slopes of the
mountain with apparently no difficulty, while a heavily loaded pack
train could approach within ten miles. Thus the work preceding
the actual asce~t would be reduced to a minimum.
A large, but not very long glacier known as Herron Glacier,
drains the whole north and northwest faces, while an unnamed ice
stream flows northwestward from a tremendous cirque on the
northeast side, - both of these thus giving aCcess to the very
slopes of the mountain.
The terminus of the Herron Glacier, where the base camp would
presumably be established, is seven to eight days journey by pack
train from Mount McKinley Park Station on the Alaska Railroad,
an airline distance of slightly over one hundred miles. A good pack
outfit and men familiar with the intervening country can be hired
from the Mount McKinley Park Tourist and Transportation
Company
Another possible mode of approach would be to fly from Fairbanks to John Anderson's establishment on Wonder Lake, and
from there either go by dog team or horseback to Herron Glacier, a
distance of only forty miles. In such a case, the supplies and equipment could easily be freighted in by dog team ·in tl;te early spring.
[ 89]

MT FORAKER

(17,000

FT.) FROM THE NORnl

MT. MCKINLEY (20,800 FT) FROM THE WEST
The right-hand or South Peak is the actual summit

Thus I have tried to point out that Mount Foraker is worthy of
considerable attention and probably will prove to be a difficult and
thrilling climb Unlike many other big Alaskan peaks, its approaches on what is probably the best side for climbing, are unusually free from difficulties and do not require a very elaborate
expedition.
Now let us turn to the remaining peaks of the district, which can
be considered as a whole and, due to lack of existing information
concerning them, must be treated in a very vague manner
Although considerably lower than Mount Foraker, Mount
Russell (11,500 feet) is a splendid peak worthy of any mountaineers' attention, while its neighbors to the southwest, although still
lower, are also extraordinarily impressive mountains rising from
unexplored snowfields and deep glacier-filled valleys. One is
startled to see so many really spectacular peaks as a view of the
region affords. In many ways it resembles one of the big Alpine
groups such as the Bernese Oberland, or the Columbia group in~ the
Canadian Rockies. The ascent of some of the peaks looks extremely difficult and perhaps in some cases even impossible.
Several are very steep-sided pyramids of the most interesting sort,
ranging in altitude from eight to ten thousand feet, and affording
exceptional snow and ice climbing.
The identity of Mount Dall is uncertain, for two peaks roughly
correspond to its position on the map, thus making it very difficult
to determine without the aid of instruments just which peak was
originally intended. 1 As seen from the north, they both appear to
be of about the same height and apparently of equal importance.
I am told, however, that from the south side, on the Yentna River,
one peak stands out prominently as Mount Dall. However, for the
present we must consider the mou.ntain as one of two equally
impressive peaks.
In considering the approaches to these mountain groups, we can
again assume, as in the case of Mount Foraker, that the northern
approaches are far better and easier than those on the south.
Mount Russell and its immediate neighbors can probably best
be approached by way of the south fork of the large glacier at the
head of the Chedotlothna River 2 Stormy weather during our visit
prevented our getting definite information in regard to this, but
from the general lay of the land, it is fairly obvious that this
glacier must have its source either on the Russell massif itself or
at least very near it.
The peaks to the southwest between Russell and a few miles
beyond Mount Dall can be approached by way of the Tonzona
I

2
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Mt. Dan was named by A. II Brooks in 1902.
An Indian name meaning "River of the Big Winds."
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UNNAMED GLACIER '''mCH DRAIXS THE NORTHEAST SLOPES OF NIT. FORAKER
The distant peak just visible in the center is probably Mt. Hunter (14,960 ft.).
Mt. Foraker is at the right just off the picture

NIT. FORAKER'S '1\VO PEAKS RISmG ABOVE INTERVENING RIDGES
View from the northwest near terminus of unnamed glacier shown above
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NIT. RUSSELL (11,500 FT.) AND ITS NEIGHBORIXG PEAKS
Mt. Russell is the sharp peak in left center. View looking across the Tonzona
River Valley

PEAKS IN THE VICINITY OF

NIT.

DALL AS SEEN FROM THE NORTHWEST

Notice the distant peak at the left
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River, a branch of the south fork of the Kuskokwim. This is a deep
valley which penetrates far into the mountains, giving access to the
base of many of the peaks. At the head of its southern branch,
which rises near J\10unt Dall, may be a non-glacial pass leading
across the Alaska Range. Its existence has been definitely reported
but no pack train has ever been taken across. The work of exploring this pass would be a most interesting one and would doubtless
open up several new means of approaching the peaks remotely
situated near the middle of the range.
The best means of reaching this region are doubtless the two
already suggested for approaching Mount Foraker. The terminus
of the glacier at the head of the Chedotlothna River, which gives
access to the Russell country, is but a two days pack train journey
from Herron Glacier, and the Tonzona River one day beyond that.
Another possible means of approach is from Rainy Pass, fifty miles
southwest of the Tonzona. If it were possible to procure a pack
outfit at Rainy Pass, the trip from there to the Mount Dall country
would be a relatively short one with the additional fascination of
being through a virtually unexplored region full of new mountains.
A discussion of mountaineering conditions anywhere in Alaska
is incomplete without some reference to prevailing weather conditions. This is a most important factor in this region on the north
side of the Alaska Range, for here, although the 'annual precipitation is not very great, there is a considerable amount of bad weather
unsuited to climbing. During the spring and summer there are
long periods of good and bad weather, with each season varying as
to which is dominant. As a whole, there is perhaps more likelihood
of good 'weather in the spring than any other time of year, but no
hard and fast rule can be set down. However, it is suggested that
an ascent of Foraker be made in the spring, and climbs among the
peaks to the southwest in the early summer.
Before closing, I should like to make a suggestion in regard
to reconnaissance expeditions, such as one might wish to lliake
around Mount Foraker or the unexplored region between Mounts
Russell and Dall. Up to within a few years ago such an expedition
would have required a whole season's work and would have been a
very expensive undertaking. Now comes the possibility of using
an airplane and accomplishing as much, if not considerably more,
within a few hours and at far less expense. In my opinion, anyone
wishing to attempt an ascent of a mountain like Foraker should
make a preliminary survey by airplane, during which he would
circle the mountain, take photographs, and make mental notes
of the general topography.
I have tried to point out some of the enticements of this little
known region which has yet to be discovered by mountaineers, and
[44 ]

ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE HANGE

THE PASS AT THE HEAD OF THE SOUTH OR DALL FORK OF THE TON ZONA
RIVER

This may lead across the Alaska Hange
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which affords enjoyable climbing for all grades whether experie~ced
or not. The first expeditions into this locality will have glorIOus
opportunities for original work such as remains in relatively few
localities among the world's great mountain ranges.

From Jasper to the Tsar-1927 1

MAPS AND REFERENCES
Little has been written concerning this section of the Alaska Range.
Occasionally one finds references, but nsually of a very vague nature.
The most recent work is a report by Stephen R. Capps of the U. S.
Geological Survey, who in 1925 made a trip along the north s~de of tl~e
Alaska Range from Mount McKinley to the Mount Dall regIOn. It IS
entitled "The Toklat-Tonzana Region" and is printed as Bulletin 792-C
of the U. S. Geological Survev.
To date, the best work ha; been the report by Dr. Alfred H. Brooks
entitled "The Mount McKinley Region, Alaska," a U. S. Geological
Survey publication, Professional Pap.er 70. It is the result of t~le r~mark
able U. S. Geological Survey expeditIOn led by Dr. Brooks, wInch m 1902
went from Cook Inlet to the Yukon River, crossing the Alaska Range at
Rainy Pass and then skirting its northern margin from there to the
Nen;na River far to the northeast of Mount McKinley. With this report
is included the best detailed map of the district.
Other books which may be mentioned as having slight bearing on this
region are "The Conquest of J\tIt. J\tlcKinley" by Belmore Browne, and
"The Ascent of Denali (Mt. McKinley)" by Hudson Stuck. Both these
books afford delightful and most interesting reading with a few references
to that part of the range under discussion.
Any standard map of Alaska shows the position of Mount McKinley,
from which the approximate positions of J\tlounts Foraker, Russell, and
Dall can easily be calculated.

By ALFRED J. OSTHEIMER, 3rd

N June 22nd our expedition to the Columbia, Chaba,
Clemenceau and Whirlpool Areas of the Canadian Rockies
left Jasper, Alberta. The purposes of the expedition were
varied: we were attempting to ascend as many peaks as possible,
to do what we could with topography, geology, natural history and
glaciation.
The region of our work - containing over 1500 square miles lies south of Jasper, and is split by the Continental Divide. East
of the Divide, the Athabaska, Whirlpool, Chaba, Sunwapta and
Saskatchewan Rivers drain mountains and glaciers; westward from
the "Height of Land" the Wood River and other tributaries of
the Columbia carry the melting ice and snow from the western
flank of the range. The peaks are rugged, and well sculptured;
the valleys broad and deep, often with swiftly descending beds; the
glaciers are large and numerous; wild life is abundant.
vVe planned to ascend the Athabaska River to its source under
Mount Columbia, return to Fortress Pass by July 5, establish a
Base Camp near the confluence of Clemenceau Creek and Wood
River by July 15, place our High and Climbing Camps beside the
Clemenceau Glacier for a month, and return via the Chaba and
Athabaska Rivers late in August.
The members of the expedition were John de Laittre, W. R.
Maclaurin, and the writer, the Swiss Hans Fuhrer, and Jean
Weber, and staff Adam Joachim, Kenneth Allen, and Don Hoover,
cook. De Laittre, Maclaurin and Weber constituted the support
party.
JUNE 22. Evening found us camped by the Astoria River, ten
miles from town. We busily prepared our equipment for the trail.
JUNE 23. A long, sixteen-mile ride placed us south of the
Athabaska Falls.
JUNE 24. Gaily we rode southward twenty miles farther - now
leading our ponies to harden our feet, now singing as we hurried
the pack train toward the massif of Quincy and Blackfriars - and
slowly entered the Athabaska Valley.
JUNE 25. A twenty-five mile training climb today for Hans and

O

1 Names which appear in italics have been suggested by the author or others.
but have not been officially adopted by the Geographic Board of Canada.
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the writer - the" Light Artillery" - while the outfit moved on to
camp north of Lynx Creek. In eighteen hours of snow, rock slides,
burnt timber, and muskeg, we ascended to about nine thousand
feet on the northeast ridge of Mt. Confederation, and rejoined the
outfit that evening in pouring rain.
JUNE 26. Bad weather. Worse than bad, for snow fell at six
thousand feet and both the support party and our attack on Dais
Mt. were delayed.
JUNE 27. The weather was still unfavorable, but the support
party crossed to the East Chaba Valley to conduct preliminary investigations on glaciation and natural history. The Artillery swung
into action and made the first ascent of Mt. Massey, about 9650 ft.
high, in six hours. Snowstorm and spring snow checked our advance.
JUNE 28. Despite adverse weather conditions, Hans and his
partner - for we were together during sixty-six consecutive nights
and days - made the first ascent of Dais Mt. in twelve hours.
Bear, goat, caribou, a severe blizzard, and a bivouac at timberline,
with the thermometer at 25° F., were the outstanding facts. l
JUNE 29. At 7.30 A.M. we returned to camp from our bivouac
south of Mt. Massey and spent the day preparing ourselves and
equipment for the attack on the Columbia Icefield.
JUNE 30. We established a camp in the eastern timber of the
valley, approximately three-quarters of a mile from the tongue of
the Columbia Glacier. Hoover and the Light Artillery remained;
Allen and Joachim returned to Lynx Creek. During the afternoon
we began investigation of the glacier, discovering among other
things the new trilobites, Athabaslcia glacialis sp. nov. and Athabaskia ostheimeri sp. nov. 2
JULY 1. At 1 A.M. Hans and the writer set out for the main icefall of the Columbia Glacier. By noon, however, we were again in
camp, convinced that an attempt to ascend the icefall could only
result disastrously, and that we might be able to force a long couloir
east of the glacier, which apparently gave access to the Icefi'eld
above. The support party rejoined us in the evening, having ascended Sundial Pk. on their way from the East Chaba Valley to
our camp.
JULY 2. At 1 A.M. the Light Artillery began its first real task
of the summer. In twenty hours of hard and dangerous work,
mostly in snowstorms, we reached the summit of the North Twin,
12,085 ft., third elevation in the Canadian Rockies. At 9 P.M. we
gained the crest of Mt. Stutfield, 11,320 ft., a first ascent. Continuing through the night, we picked our way along the eastern
"Dais Mountain," Bulletin of the Philadelphia Geographical Society, .July, 1928.
"Two New Cambrian Trilobites," by Percy E. Raymond, American Journal of
Science, April, 1928.
1

2
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Fuhrer in Long Couloil: Leading
np to Columbia Icefield

Fuhrer on the Western Vertical
Slabs of The Ghost

Photo: Interprovincial Boundary Survey
DAIS FROM THE SOUTH

Ascent was made by left couloir to left of summit
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fringe of the vast continental ice remnam of one hundred and ten
square miles - the climax of glacier deposits in the main range,
and a tri-oceanic divide, draining to the Pacific and Arctic Oceans
and to Hudson's Bay.
JULY 3. At 12.15 A.M. we stood on the summit of Mt. KitcheneI', 11,500 ft., another first ascent, and gazed sleepily into the
morning mists of the Sunwapta and the east. And at 4.15 we
rested a few moments on the Snow Dome, 11,340 ft., the apex of
the Icefield. Storms closed in on us. Our food had for a long time
been exhausted and we had not enjoyed a drink of water since
leaving the Columbia Glacier, twenty-four hours earlier. Even our
meagre ration of brandy had given out. Therefore we decided to
attempt the ascent of Mt. Columbia via its western arete from the
East Chaba Valley later in the summer.
Sitting on the summit of the Dome, we discussed a vital problem.
We decided not to descend the long couloir of our ascent with its
stonefalls, snow avalanches and overhanging cornice; the only other
route to the valley floor lay down the main Columbia icefall - a
route which we had termed practically suicidal only two days before. Completing the traverse of the Dome, we descended in pouring rain to the bay of the neve of the glacier. Down the icefall we
went, jumping, roping off, sliding, falling, avalanching, always
watching towering. seracs, bottomless cracks on all sides of us.
"Straight up and down," Hans says. 'Ve don't know how we came
down; we don't very much care. At 12.30 P.M. we regained camp,
after thirty-eight miles and thirty-six hours of continuous climbing.
That was our Icefield Trip!
JULY 4. Back to Lynx Creek we moved, re-assembled and reorganized equipment, and prepared to shift our base of operations.
Still the weather gave no signs of clearing.
JULY 5. An eighteen-mile ride placed us at Fortress Pass.
JULY 6. Joachim ferried us across the Chaba River and then
returned to Jasper - a four-day trip - for a few necessities. The
Heavy Artillery - for our attacking strength 'was increased by the
addition of Weber - made the first ascent of Mt. Quincy, 10,400
ft., in ten hours. It was not until 11 P.M. that we struggled through
the final thicket into camp.
JULY 7. Our reports were in sad disrepair; flora and fauna
occupied Maclaurin; de Laittre and the writer investigated Fortress Pass and the Chisel Creek delta. The canoe was launched on
Fortress Lake to transport our two thousand pounds to the west
end of the lake. Hoover baked and baked, in preparation for our
six-day excursion into Lick Creek; Allen watched the quasimigration of the horses.
JULY 8. De Laittre, Weber, Fuhrer and the writer, with fifty
[50 ]

pound packs, crossed from Fortress Pass to Catacombs Creek in
nine hours, and placed a bivouac near the source of the creek.
Continuous rain for six days kept us soaked and most uncomfortable in the mosquito hell-hole of Catacombs, Lick and Alnus
Creeks. Besides, we were on short rations and without tent or
other luxuries.
JULY 9. The weather was prohibitive. Maclaurin, who had
maintained Fortress Pass camp while Hoover and Allen worked on
the trail and routes to Base Camp (beside Wood River, four miles
west of the lake), joined us in the evening with additional supplies.
JULY 10. In rain and snow :Maclaurin, Weber, Fuhrer and the
writer made the first ascent of Mt. Catacombs, 10,800 ft., in a ninehour trip.
JULY 11. Sending de Laittre and Maclaurin back to Fortress
Pass with the dual object of conserving food and of having the
outfit move camp to the west end of the lake, the Heavy Artillery,
with maximum packs, gained Lick Creek in four hours and placed
a bivouac under a large fir on the north side of the creek. Still it
rained. And mosquitoes buzzed in myriads! At 3.45 P.M. we
reached the summit of Mt. Lowell, 10,380 ft., a very rapid first
ascent. And at 7.30 we ate heartily of Jean's pancakes.
JULY 12. Hoover started moving by canoe to the west end of
Fortress Lake, while ten horses went around the lake in a sevenhour trip. The Heavy Artillery spent twelve hours of pleasant
climbing in an attempt to reach Brussels Pk., but the distance and
difficulties to be surmounted in order to gain the base of the giant
tower of "The Galleon" proved too great. .Maclaurin, alone, covered the eighteen miles from the Pass to our bivouac in Lick Creek
Valley in eleven hours, bringing us additional supplies.
JULY 13. Leaving our bivouac at 7 A.M., we returned to camp
at the west end of the lake after many and varied minor adventures.
JULY 14. Once again our notes, reports and equipment demanded attention and we continued preparations for our attack on
the Clemenceau peaks and glaciers.
JULY 15. We established Base Camp and set everything in
readiness for our month's campaigning. l
JULY 16. Seven of us, with sixty-five pound packs,2 reached
Timberline Camp in four hours. The support party immediately
began a second relay. Joachim erected a substantial cache at
Base Camp.
1 The entire region was but partially known and only four expeditions had
previously visited the Clemenceau Area - Coleman's, in 189!'l, the Survey of
19!'lO, the Carpe-Hall-Schwab (19!'l!'l) and the Hall-Schwab (1923) expeditions.
2 Also "A Dog Climbs Canada's Rockies," by the .,writer, in the American
Kennel Gazette, March, 1928.

[ 51]

JULY 17. By evening we were all at Ghost Camp, together with
four hundred pounds of equipment.
JULY 18. The Light Artillery ascended Ghost Mt., 10,512 ft.,
in five and one-half hours. There was good climbing on the western
vertical cliffs of the peak and on the steep northwest aI·ete.
JULY 19. Another two hundred pounds were lodged at Ghost
Camp before nightfall.
JULY 20. Joachim and Allen left for an eight-day trip to Jasper
for supplies. Still another two hundred pounds came in today.
The writer, after a trip to the Clemenceau Glacier, decided to place
Climbing Camp three miles south of the Carpe-Hall-Schwab
climbing camp.
JULY 21. We completed our line of communications; the Light
Artillery made a quick reconnaissance of the 111t. Franlclin problem.
High Camp was established.
JULY 22. Maclaurin, Fuhrer and the writer left at 4.30 A.M.;
reached the summit of Mt. Brouillard (Coleman's Misty Mt.),
10,020 ft., in six and one-half hours (a second ascent by a new route,
and the first traverse); continued to ]1t. Fmnlclin, 10,575 ft.; completed the first ascent at 2.30 P.M.; retraced our steps to the Continental Divide's eastward arc south of Brouillard; dropped to the
Peary Glacier, and regained High Camp at 9.30 P.M.
JULY 23. Hoover, Maclaurin, Fuhrer and the writer established Climbing Camp with two hundred and thirty pounds, after
a six-hour trip.
JULY 24. Hoover returned to the support party. In a twelvehour trip Maclaurin, Fuhrer and the writer journeyed to the neve
of the Clemence au glaciers and made the second ascent of Apex
Mt., 10,625 ft.l
JULY 25. We three made the second ascent of J\1t. Clemenceau,
12,001 ft., in nine and one-half hours, following the route of the
Hall-Schwab 1923 party.2 A heavy blizzard delayed us and rendered the ice and snmv work somewhat exciting. At 9.30 P.M. 'we
returned to Climbing Camp.
JULY 26. De Laittre replaced Maclaurin at the front. Continual rain kept us in our little two-man tent.
JULY 27. De Laittre, Fuhrer and the writer made the first
ascent of Mt. Peary, 10,220 ft., in six and one-quarter hours. On
our way we devoted two hours to collecting data relative to the
three large erratics of the Younghusband Glacier.
JULY 28. Sending de Laittre back to the support party - he
reached Base Camp in ten hours - the Light Artillery started on
another long journey at 4.30 A.M. At noon, after a pleasant climb
1
2

Hall and Carpe had climbed Apex Mt. in 1922.
"Mt. Clemenceau," by H. B. de V. Schwab, Canadian Alpine Journal, Vol. XIV.
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along the summit ridge of Mt. Younghusband, 10,490 ft., we added
another first ascent, and descended immediately to the Apex
Glacier. At 4.15 we reached the topmost rocks of Mt. Walcott,
10,330 ft., a first ascent; at 5.45 we made the first ascent and traverse of Mt. Lawrence, 10,150 ft., and at 7.30 we stood on the crest
of still another first ascent, Mt. Gray, 10,420 ft., a very beautiful
ice-clad peak. At 9.30 P.M., scared by thunderstorms and approaching darkness, we crossed the Apex-Younghusband col, and
returned during the night to Climbing Camp, after a twenty-two
mile jaunt.
JULY 29. Our bookkeeping was far behind; measurements of
the Clemenceau Glacier had to be taken; rocks must be set across
the ice river, and our clothes and equipment needed repair.
JULY 30. Much rain and frequent electric storms. De Laittre,
Maclaurin and Hoover brought us one hundred pounds of supplies:
Hoover returned to High Camp.
JULY 31. We four were again on the glacier before 4 A.M. We
made a rapid ascent of the icefall of the Duplicate Glacier, and
gained the highest tip of Mt. Irvine, 10,060 ft., a first ascent, at
10.30. Continuing in a short time, we reached the summit of Tusk
Pk., 10,960 ft., a first ascent, descended west of that mountain,
and were again in Climbing Camp at 9.45 P.M. We thus completely circled Tusk Pk.
AUGUST 1. Sending Maclaurin to help bring provisions and
accessories to the Climbing Camp for our impending sortie toward
Mt. Tsar, de Laittre, Fuhrer and the writer packed one hundred
and fifty pounds to Bruce Glacier and placed a bivouac in scrub
growth on the northern lateral moraines.
AUGUST 2. The Light Artillery went on the rampage. Our
schedule was Farrar, 10 A.M.; Mallory, 2 P.M.; Bruce, 7 P.M. We
left the bivouac at 4.45; gained the Mallory-Farrar' col at 7.30;
reached the summit of Mt. Farrar, 10,680 ft., a first ascent, a few
minutes early, after pleasant ridge climbing; slept on the top of
Mallory, 10,710 ft., another first, for an hour and a half, and left
there at about 2.30; supped on 111t. Bruce, 10,190 ft., a first, right
on time, and, after alittle excitement, raced into bivouac at 10 P.M.
It was an eighteen-mile jaunt; the climbing was difficult in places.
Hans' judgment, amazing luck, and continued speed enabled us
to cover distances with rapidity that surprised even the Light
Artillery itself.
AUGUST 3. In 'the evening we three rolled under some scrub
timber on the alps south of the Bras Croche Glacier, after descending the Bruce Glacier. Meanwhile Joachim and Allen were again
working with the support party.
AUGUST 4. At 4.30 A.M. we started for Mt. Bras Croche. By
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noon we reached its highest point, 10,871 ft., a first ascent. And
we were a few minutes late at the Bruce Glacier bivouac for a seveno'clock dinner of rice, wheatlet, bacon, bannock, jam, hot chocolate and apricots. Maclaurin and Weber ascended Ghost Mt. by
the south m·He, a new route.!
AUGUST 5. We three returned to Climbing Camp in six hours.
Weber, Hoover and Allen brought out one hundred and fifty
pounds, and Weber replaced de Laittre at the front. The Heavy
Artillery hurriedly prepared for the launching of the attack on our
objective point - Mt. Tsar.2
AUGUST 6. The support party gained a second ascent of Mt.
Peary. And at 6 A.M. the Heavies got away with fifty pounds
apiece. One P.M. found them on the summit of .Mt. N01·ton,
10,190 ft., a first ascent. At 6.30 we stretched ourselves on the top
of jl1t. Eden, 10,525 ft., another first, and debated our chances of
getting off the Apex Glacier before dark. That was a difficult
stretch, and it was not until 11 P.M. that we slept on a tiny meadow
above the western edge of the Apex Glacier. Tired we were, and
with just cause. Twenty miles with heavy packs and two major
first ascents was a day's work!
AUGUST 7. ·We crawled from our blankets under a broiling sun
at 9.30 A.M., nearly roasted. Leisurely crossing a secondary ridge;
we established a bivouac beside the Tsar Glacier in midafternoon.
The weather was perfect; for many reasons we prayed it would last.
We slept, and ate. A grizzly with her cub threatened to remove us
from the earth.
AUGUST 8. At 5 A.M. we started for the Tsar. The northern ice
face afforded us an interesting route to the summit, 11,232 ft.,
a first ascent (2.15 P.M.). We romped on the three thousand foot
ice and snow walls. Rain loosened them; thunder shook the air;
lightning flashed to our west. The Heavy Artillery beat a rapid
retreat to the lower altitudes of seven and eight thousand feet. A
steep six-hundred foot glissade saved us one half hour, but separated one of us from a favorite Dunhill. And to complete the day,
no grizzlies had invaded the bivouac. Meanwhile the support
party in their spare time gained the first ascent of Mt. Amundsen,
10,210 ft.
AUGUST 9. As the Heavy Artillery thundered over the TsarClemenceau divide, as the south face of Mt. Clemenceau appeared
barometer-like before us, as we placed our sweat-stained pack
sacks beside the little green tent - it rained. And how! A last
relay of supplies arrived with Hoover and de Laittre; Hoover replaced Weber at Climbing Camp. The Tsar was ours! Let it rain,
1
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Hall and D. B. Durand made a partial ascent by this route in 1923.
"Conquering the Tsar," The Sportsman, October, 1927.
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snow, anything. Eighteen peaks in eighteen days completely
satisfied us.
AUGUST 10. There was not a cloud in the sky: we slept. By
evening our support had evacuated the Clemenceau. Four days
later they placed a main camp near the tongue of the East Chaba·
Glacier, and there awaited the day when our supplies should be
exhausted and compel us to move over the glaciers into their valley.
·When the support party left the Clemence au Area, their work was
almost done. 'Ve give their approximate record for 26 days' service:
Weber
.
NIaclaurin
De Laittre
Hoover .
Joachim.

Allen ..

Mileage
175 miles
135 miles
130 miles
90 miles
90 miles
115 miles

•

Weights back-packed
6451bs.
5951bs.
5551bs.
575 Ibs.
1951bs.
3651bs.

During these 26 days in the Clemenceau, approximately 1470
pounds were carried from Base Camp to High Camp. Of this, 800
pounds were transported to the Climbing Camp. Furthermore, all
equipment returned to Base Camp. Keen rivalry existed for possession of the packing records from Base Camp to High Camp and
vice versa, and it is noteworthy that the record parties for both
journeys include Joachim, the oldest, and Allen, the youngest
member of the expedition. With thirty pounds apiece, these two
made the ten mile trip from Base Camp to High Camp in 4 :40
hours. Together with Weber, they traveled, without packs, from
High to Base Camp in 3 :30 hI's.
AUGUST 11. Because of severe electric storms hovering over our
next objective - the central peaks, Shackleton, Duplicate, Pic
Tordu - we devoted ourselves exclusively to scientific research.
AUGUST 12. Even worse weather. We become restless.
AUGUST 13. Continuous thunder, lightning and rain. We conducted an eight-hour investigation of the tongue of the Clemence au
Glacier, and discovered several interesting fossils, among them the
trilobite, Dolichometopus boccar Walcott, filled with unusual pyritic
crystals.
AUGUST 14. At 1 A.M. we three started for an indefinite objective somewhere to the west of Pic Tordu. After the most tortuous,
disheartening work of the season, we finally reached the top of
Mt. Livingstone, 10,310 ft., in early afternoon. This was another
first ascent. The character of the rock, scarcity of food, and two
exceedingly close escapes from possible disaster aided us in deciding
to retreat and leave the Clemenceau Area. By good fortune we
were favored with a warm, moonlight night, which we spent
bivouacked in scrub timber beside the Stanley Glacier.
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AUGUST 15. Next norning at 11 we returned to our little tent
at Climbing Camp. The support party made the first ascent of
Wales PIc., 10,£00 ft., in the Chaba Group.
AUGUST 16. With the last of our belongings in packs weighing
over forty pounds apiece, we left the Clemenceau Glacier at six A.M.
A little after four o'clock Fuhrer and the writer stood on th~
summit of Mt. Noel, 10,350 ft., olir twenty-fifth and last first ascent.
And at five o'clock the climax to the mountaineering of the expedition began. This was the descent by the climbing party, "blind,"
of the East Chaba icefall. True, this three thousand foot ice cascade
had probably been skirted before,l but, though recognizing the
difficulty and the extreme danger of any crossing of this icefall, it
was an entirely foolhardy proposition to descend such a broken
mass with absolutely no knowledge of it. Nevertheless this was
done, chiefly because of an underestimation of the character of the
icefall. The icemanship, courage and steadiness of Fuhrer, and
the plucky, determined nerve of little Hoover, were both beyond
praise. At 11.30 P.M. we reached camp.
AUGUST 17 to £0. 'Ve completed our records and enjoyed a rest.
Continued rain and low visibility made the days long and irksome.
For the first time in five ·weeks we were all eight together once more.
AUGUST £1 to £3. We rode the fifty-eight miles into Jasper as
rapidly as possible, reaching the town early in the afternoon of the
£3rd.
The expedition ascended thirty-five peaks, all but one of them
being above ten thousand feet. Of these, furthermore, twenty-eight
were first ascents. It is to be remembered, also, that the expedition
was in the field only sixty-three days and that, of this total, the
climbing party spent at least part of seventeen days moving camp
and nine days back packing. Fuhrer and the writer had, therefor,e,
only thirty-seven whole days for scientific and mountaineering
purposes.
A record of the weather encountered might be of interest.
Days
Brilliant
Clear
Bad,
Prohibitive .

June
1
1

July
3
13

August

Total

23
21

8

5
2

9

4
9
7

6

3

11

9

31

23

63

The Columbia Icefield was reached for the first time from the
Athabaska Valley by Fuhrer and the writer. Descending from the
1 It was probably ascended by Jean Habel's party in 1901, and the support party
cut their way through it on their way to Wales Pk.
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Icefield, we made the first crossing of the very dangerous icefall of
the Columbia Glacier. Camp near the Columbia Glacier was
placed closer to the ice edge than any other camp had been. The
support party, de Laittre, Maclaurin and Weber, gained the first
crossing from the Athabaska to the East Chaba Valley. A few
weeks later the combined climbing and support parties opened a
practicable, though tedious route from Fortress Lake to Lick
Creek and thence to Almis Creek. In the Clemenceau Area the
climbing party made the first crossings of the Peary, Younghusband,
Apex, Tsar, Duplicate, Stnnley, Cumrnins, Bruce and Bms Oroche
Glnciers and also the first crossings from Clemenceau Creek to the
Chaba River; from Clemenceau Creek to the Tsar Creek and return,
and from Clemenceau Creek to Cummins Creek. Climbing Camp
was placed at a greater distance from the Wood River than had
been the practice previously. It was, we believe, the longest high
altitude camp ever maintained in the Canadian Rockies.
We collected fossils and geological data. vVe examined every
glacier of the Clemenceau Area, and as many in adjacent areas
as time and circumstances allowed. vVe listed the flora, mammals,
amphibians, insects and birds. We photographed extensively.
The total mileage of the Light Artillery for sixty-three days was
645; 550 hours they were away from camps; they ascended thirty
peaks during this time, twenty-five of which had never before been
ascended. And this makes no allowance for work in camp or adverse weather. The records of the work of the support party give
evidence of the unending work of these men. It was a joy to see how
the task of bringing our supplies and necessary equipment into the
Clemenceau was accomplished, and it was because of these men
that the expedition was able to perform its work. It was with
sincere regret that we parted, when the long summer drew to a close.
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Mt. Lyell Peak 4
By DYSON

DUNCAN

ascent in the Canadian Rockies at the present time
nearly always includes a pack-trip of several days' or even
weeks' duration. Lake Louise is a favorite starting-point for
such expeditions, and it was from this lovely spot that we set out
on June 29, 1927, with a string of twenty horses. The well-traveled
trail up the Bow River led to a pass of the same name, and fifteen
miles through a fine stand of timber along Bear Creek brought us
to the Saskatchewan. This great river was followed to its source,
and camp was pitched on a gravel flat above Glacier Lake, within
less than a mile of the ice-front of the East Lyell Glacier. The
Lyell Icefield 1 is very easily reached from Glacier Lake Valley, but
the five peaks which make up Mt. I,yell itself are a long way from
base camp. We had to spend thirty hours without sleep or shelter
just in order to make the first ascent of Peak 4 (11,290 feet). This
is the last of the group to be climbed and the reasons are obvious,
for it is two hundred feet lower than its neighbor to the northward,
and is also more inaccessible from the icefield than the others.
For four days we sat dejectedly in camp listening to the intermittent patter of raindrops and hailstones on the canvas of the
tepee. As Ernest quaintly expressed it: "Ya-a! De Gott damn
glowds dey keep pooshing up from de Selkrurks. Iss no gude to
climb; up on de snowfields it blizzes und it rizzles." But at last a
change of wind was accompanied by a break in the weather and
Mons Peak disclosed its summit for the first time. Ernest Feuz,
Jim Simpson, Twining Lynes, and the writer started out from camp
on July 7, at 1.30 P.M. The troublesome :Mons Creek was crossed
by means of a slippery log which Ernest had had the foresight to
drop across it on the previous afternoon. 'IVe climbed the smooth,
uncrevassed tongue of the East Lyell Glacier, crossing it diagonally from south to north, and ascended the northern lateral
moraine. A very pleasant night was spent in the high basin northwest of the icefall, and, thanks to a blazing fire, we smoked and
chatted in comparative comfort, while a rising half moon revealed
the snowy pinnacle of Mt. Forbes which towered like a great gray
ghost across the valley.
FIRST

A

1 For a general description of the Lyell Icefield, see A ..J. Ostheimcr's article in
"Harvard 'Mountaineering," June. 1927,
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At 3.00 A.M., although it was not yet light enough to see our
steps, we were already on our way and climbing the bank of drifted
snow which covers the western side of the valley and leads up to
the lip of the icefield at about 8000 feet. A magnificent sunrise
greeted our arrival here, tinting the snowy summits of the Lyells a
deep pink. Even at this level there 'was a great deal of spring snow
left, but fortunately it was firmly crusted, so that we were able
to cover a couple of miles at a fast pace before the inevitable
softening occurred. The five-mile tramp over comparatively level
snow is a most uninteresting and tiring affair, and I, for one, should
have welcomed a well-waxed pair of skis - especially on the return
journey.
Even from a distance it was evident that the 4-5 col could not
be reached directly from the icefield, and the only alternatives
were to traverse Peak 5 or go around its base. 'We had been advised, by those who had visited the region, to attempt the traverse;
but it was lucky for us that Ernest decided against it in time; for,
after seeing this route from Lyell 4, I should not hesitate to say
that it is impossible, at least when the snow conditions are anything like those which we encountered. The ridge of Peak 5 which
faces Peak 4 was nothing more than a series of irregular and overlapping waves of snow, all inclined at an angle of about 35°.
The great bergschrund which separates the icefield from the
slope of the peaks proper,was so well concealed under deep snow
that its location was not determined until one of the party fell into
it and was checked by the rope. Above the 'schrund a short steep
slope of hard snow gave access to the snow saddle south of Peak 5,
where we stopped for a rest; it was the first real interruption in
five hours of climbing. After taking great pains to open a tin of
sardines without a key, we only glanced at the contents, and proceeded to eat some milk chocolate and raisins which seemed to be
more palatable; but even so our mouths were so dry with thirst
that the meal was not much of a success. Besides we were contemplating the dismal prospect of a seven hundred foot descent
followed by a traverse through soft snow which were necessary in
order to reach the slopes of our objective. This part of the route
is indicated on the accompanying Boundary Survey photograph.
Seen from below, the point "P" seemed to promise a speedy end to
our labors, but we were reckoning without our host as can easily
be seen in the snapshot of Peak 4 taken from this place.
In July, at any rate, the summit ridge showed no signs of being
the" long rock ridge" which we had expected to find after reading
earlier descriptions of the mountain. On the contrary it was a
narrow, heavily corniced snow ridge, similar to that of Mt. Victoria, but both the slopes which form it are somewhat steeper, and
(6~ ]

PEAK 5 FROM

PEAK

3

FROM

4

4

[ 63]

it is more irregular and broken. There were great mushrooms,
waves and gullies; in fact the snmy seemed to be blown into every·
shape which it could possibly assume. Fortunately the weather
was extremely cold and the surface remained firm, for poor snow
here would have made the climb impossible.
While climbing along this ridge, I noticed the rather rare occurrence of a superficial crack along the back of a cornice where
the weight of the overhang had stretChed the surface layer of snow
without breaking it all the way through. But in spite of this ,Yarning and in spite of all our care, Ernest accidently knocked off with
his ice axe a section of cornice many yards square and at least
fifteen feet wide. This left us apparently standing on a ridgepole
where a moment before there had been a regular sidewalk. I
remember distinctly my surprise upon seeing the alarming rate at
which this large mass of snow seemed to decrease in size as it
started on its silent fall towards the icefield below.
At last we crawled up onto an insecure knob of snow just big
enough for two people to huddle on at the same time, and found
it overtopped only by a huge cornice with a narrow base on which
we did not dare to trust our weight. Even though the view was
unobstructed, still there was little sense of isolation on Lyell 4,
probably because of the long ridge forming the summit, and because of the proximity of the great black mass composing Peak 3.
The panorama is extensive and includes most of the major peaks
of the Rockies and the Selkirks, especially when one is favored, as
we were, by a perfectly clear atmosphere. Among the many
mountains which we identified were Sir Donald, Wheeler, Dawson,
Sir Sanford, Tsar, Holoway, Columbia, Clemenceau, Cline, Hector,
Forbes, Temple, Victoria, and, with a question mark, Assiniboine.
The snow line was so low, about (7600 feet), that even the host of
minor peaks were very beautiful.
But there was one feature of the landscape which stood out
above all the others, and this was Bush Mountain. Its southern
summit is only a mile and a half from Icefall Brook, and the difference in elevation between these two points is 7500 feet. As
far as I can find out the western side of this mountain remains an
unknown quantity; but the eastern face is heavily draped with
snow and hanging glaciers, and would certainly make a most interesting climb. Either the north peak (10,420 feet) or the south
peak (10,700 feet) could probably be climbed from the saddle between them if it proves possible to reach this point.
I cannot agree with Mr. Ostheimer that it would be advisable
to approach the base of Bush Mountain by crossing the Lyell Icefield south of Mount Lens. The steep icefalls on the western slope
of the divide would be very difficult to negotiate, particularly as
[ 64 ]

one would have to carry a heavy pack. Even the crossing of Bush
Pass with horses followed by ten miles of trail-cutting through
heavy timber seems more feasible to me. The sweat and cusswords wasted in the muskegs and devil's club of British Columbia
would be more than offset by the thrill of a fine first ascent, and by
a view of the principal peaks of the Rockies from an entirely new
angle.
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A Visit to the Clearwater Group, 1927
By HOWARD PALMER
HE Clearwater :Mountains form an. irregular ?roup .between
the headwaters of the Clearwater RIver and tl'lbutaries of the
Siffieur. The principal peaks lie to the north of the branch of
the Clearwater River which takes its rise in some small lakes in the
vicinity of Clearwater Pass, connecting with the upper Siffieur.
Although many of the early travellers in the Canadian Rockies
crossed the Pipestone Pass and journeyed along the western fringes
of the group, the highest peaks were not seen by them, and mountaineers generally knew little about them.
During the past nine or ten years, the Canadian Topographical
Survey has been engaged in mapping the. eastern Rockies, commencing in the lower valley of the Red Deer River and working
westerly along it and some of its branches. On the map of the
Rocky Mountain National Park issued in 19~~ a number of high
peaks were indicated at the headwaters of the Clearwater, and the
existence of these peaks may be said to have become known from
that time. They attracted little attention, however, as they lay
on the outskirts of the map and no detailed topography was shown.
In fact, the final maps of the Survey in this district have not yet
been published. It is somewhat surprising to realize that the
Survey brought to light no less than eighteen peaks, ranging in
height from 10,000 to 1l,044 feet, not one of which had engaged the
attention of mountaineers. They occupied the loftiest, now named
Mount Clearwater (1l,044 feet) as a station, and also ten others
surpassing 10,000 feet.
.
The first mountaineering party to visit this group was that of
Mr. W. Osgood Field in 19~5, as was so admirably reported in the
last issue of HARVARD :MOUNTAINEERING. They repeated the ascent
of :Mount Clearwater and made an attempt to reach "Peak No.5,"
which was recognized to be the second highest of the group. This
was a plucky enterprise and fully deserved success, as they surmounted all the preliminary obstacles and found the proper way of
approach. The remoteness of their base camp and the unexpected
difficulties of an intervening valley, prevented them, however, from
reaching the foot of the peak in time to attempt it. The altitude of
the mountain has since been ascertained to be 10,990 feet and for
it the name "Recondite Peak" is suggested.
[ 66]
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The present writer's attention was first drawn to the Clearwater
district in the winter of 1925 while casually examining some of the
Survey photographs. Among them was one of Recondite Peak.
But as he had no particulars about its position or elevation, he
gave it only passing notice, being then interested in quite another
quarter of the mountains. Early in 1927 the receipt of a preliminary print of the Siffieur map brought the attractive peak again
to mind and he was tempted to identify it from the photograph
and ascertain its altitude. The contours indicated an elevation of
close to 11,000 feet.
In August, 1927, I found that a quick trip to the mountains
would be possible and decided upon the Clearwater group as a
suitable objective, being easily accessible by a well-known trail
where no time would be lost in getting to the goal. Accordingly,
on August 16 Mr. Ralph H. MeleeI' and myself, accompanied by
Ernest Feuz and "Tex" W'ood as packer, set out from Lake Louise
for Pipestone Pass. vVe had eleven horses, a second man, and
three weeks' provision. The weather was. rainy and cold, so that it
was not until the 21st that we crossed the Pass and camped about
six miles down the Siffieur. The next day we ascended to the Survey
station on the east wall of the valley (10,422 feet), which gave us a
superb view, in lovely weather. "Recondite Peak" was directly to
the east, two miles away, and we could see a good line of approach
up a lateral valley opening to its base from the main Siffieur, about'
four miles below our camp.
On the 25th, after some difficulty in getting the pack train down
a very steep slope, we camped in this valley, - a beautiful spot.
On the 26th Ernest and I ascended "Recondite Peak" by way of the
westerly arete, which was quite easy to a point 1500 feet below the
summit. Here a kind of shoulder had to be turned by descending
a chimney. Next we encountered a sharp pinnacle about 700 feet
below the top, to pass which it was necessary to rope off, leavir;tg
our doubled 80-foot rope in position for our return.
vVe reached the top in seven hours from camp. It was sharp,
'with forbidding cliffs on three sides. Fortunately on this day the
weather was good, and an extensive view rewarded us. After a
stay of three-quarters of an hour and building a cairn, we descended
to camp by the same route, arriving at a quarter to six, after an
absence of eleven hours. The peak is composed of friable, shattered
rock, against which one must particularly guard at the final pitch.
The next day Mr. Melcer and Ernest spent in ascending the
adjoining peak to the south (10,784 feet), which turned out to be
more difficult than it looked, involving some snow and ice work on
the small glacier and steep scrambling on the summit cap. For this
mountain they suggest the name "Augusta." They were out
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eleven hours, of which two were spent in waiting for a snowstorm
to pass. The weather was of the poorest. Both climbs are first
ascents.
The weather having broken once more, we were compelled to
start back August 28. Again Pipestone Pass was crossed in a dense
mist. We returned without tarrying to Lake Louise, which we
reached on the afternoon of August 30.
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Guideless Climbs in Jasper Park, Canada
By BRADLEY B. GILMAN
HE 19~6 encampment of The Alpine Club of Canada in the
Tonquin Valley opened up for climbers, who, unequipped
with a pack train, were limited to such supplies as could be
carried on their backs, a fine field of unknown mountain peaks and
valleys. Beverly Jefferson, Robert Cleveland and I had been out
at Jasper Park in the northern Canadian Rockies for nearly a week,
hiking, camping out and climbing among the mountains. The
passion for first ascents which has burned so ardently in the hearts
of mountaineers on this continent in the last decade or two has
left but few interesting peaks unclimbed, and these usually in comparatively inaccessible districts. Hence it was that we felt ourselves fortunate in being, only one day out from the main Tonquin
Valley camp, but one day's hike from the base of the formidable
appearing Mount Blackhorn.
A few days before, straight from the city and long train trip
west, we had labored painfully up the fine new trail along Portal
Creek from the Athabaska Valley. Heavy packs made our tender
shoulders ache, and when evening found us establishing camp on
the pebbly shore of the creek under the landslide-scarred southeast
face of Portal Peak, we had already decided to devote the next
day to climbing and let the knapsacks rest in the valley for the
day.
In the morning the camp was awakened at a comfortably la~e
hour by a horde of voracious mosquitoes and while breakfast
bubbled over the camp fire, the route up the mountain side above
us was selected. It lay up the rough debris of the gre'at boulder
slide which reached almost down to the creek above our camp,
then to the left on the rocks around a huge copper-colored slab at
the head of this slide, up the steeper cliffs to the ridge at the skyline
on our left, and then back up the ridge to the right to the summit.
The three hour climb over this route was very enjoyable after the
head of the slide was passed and on at least one traverse along the
cliff face Cleveland did some spectacular leading, climbing with
easy confidence, and so smoothly and steadily that it was hard to
believe that this was his first climb of the season. No record of any
previous ascent was found on the summit, so we built a small cairn
[701
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and then, curled up in the lee of a boulder, studied the black snowstriped cliffs of Estella and Majestic rising across the val!ey bef~re
us A rapid descent was made under the spur of Jefferson s promIse
th~t he would fish out Portal Creek and provide a tasty dish of
trout for supper. Our training climb was over and the next day we
packed on up the trail along the creek towards the lovely Amethyst
Lakes and their guardian Ramparts.
Now with packs freshly filled with supplies from our duffie bags
at the Alpine Club camp under Surprise Point our party of three
was but a few miles from the main object of our trip, Blackhorn.
Our training climb of Portal Peak had been followed by an interesting ascent of Mount Bastion from the main Canadian Alpine
Club camp, and we felt in condition to tackle the more difficult
peak. But those few miles to the base of Blackhorn lay across
brooks and swamps and through heavy unbroken timber so dense
that the rough trail we had blazed on an exploratory trip the day
before over a low shoulder of Thunderbolt Peak was most welcome
to us. Before the day was over and our camp finally pitched high
up at the head of Campus Valley, we were weary of the ID:ld 3;nd
black flies, and tired of stumbling over windfalls and extrIcatmg
our bulky packs from the grasping branches. A downpour of rain
drove us to our sleeping bags after an early supper and the
heavy clouds gave us little hope of a clear climbing day for the
morrow.
It poured all night and the little creek beside which we were
camping threatened to sweep all our belongings down the steep
valley. Not until nearly noon was there a break in the weather,
and then the camp, which had by common consent stayed in bed
warm and dry, emerged rested but hungry for breakfast. It was
too late to try Blackhorn that day and the wet rocks would have
made climbing unnecessarily hazardous, so the party seized the
opportunity to scramble up the snow slopes of "Campus Peak,'"
as we called the 9200 foot mountain rising to the west nearly at
the head of our valley. It would allow us to study the steep cliffs
of Blackhorn from a better point of view. The ascent of "Campus
Peak" involved about two hours rapid climbing above the grass
slopes - first stumbling over the moraine, then up pleasant slabs
and easy snow slopes, and finally a short steep pitch or two over
good rock to the summit. The cliffs opposite grew steeper and
steeper as we gained height, and it was with perplexity that we
studied them for a possible route of ascent as we climbed on up our
slightly lower peak. On the summit one of us searched them minutely through the binoculars, while the other two piled up a small
cairn and enjoyed the magnificent view of the higher peaks rising
around us. :Many of the larger mountains to the southwest were
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beyond the limits of our map and entirely unknown to us, but as we
faced Blackhorn across Campus Valley below us, to our left over
Thunderbolt Peak \ve could see the whole range of the Rampa.rts
rising sharply from the shores of the Amethyst Lakes, and peermg
over the north shoulder of Blackhorn were the jagged rocks of
Oldhorn and Throne Mountains.
Blackhorn rises most precipitously on all sides. Earlier in the
summer ]VIr. Palmer's party had from Throne ]VIountain decided
that the east and north sides were impossible problems for the
mountaineer. On the south a jagged ridge, easily reached from the
head of Campus Valley, strikes the mountain at a comparatively
high level, but the cliffs rising above the ridge looked at a distance
too nearly vertical for climbing. The southwest face that we were
studying is precipitous but carved with steep chimneys among
which a way might be found. The most difficult stretch was clear!y
going to be past a belt of black ;rock, perhaps .two hundred feet m
height, that girdled the mountam at a level slIghtly abo;e that at
which the south ridge vanished into the cliffs. Below thIs belt the
rock was much broken up and several chimneys looked feasible,
but they ran into narrow cracks or vanished on the face of the black
rock as we followed their progress upwards. At last one crack of a
peculiarly dark appearance was discerned, and as careful scrutiny
led us to believe its shadow was due to greater depth, a route was
laid out using this crack as the key to our main problem. Above
it a possible route seemed to lead to the northwest ridge and hence
back up to the right to the summit. If this should fail, we were determined to traverse to the right below the black belt and try our
luck on the less clearly seen cliffs of the south face.
It was dark by the time we reached our camp below after a mad
race down the final grass slopes, and as we crawled into our sleeping
bags after slipping in one pack the food we wanted on the climb
tomorrow, the clear sky foretold good weather for our attempt.
We expected to be in for a good deal of trial and error climbing, for
our route was little but a shadow in the most important place, and
it seemed likely that a good many blind leads would be followed
before we would be able to stick to it even as we had outlined it
from the top of "Campus Peak." So an early start was agreed on.
There was only one watch in the party; it was mine, unfortunately.
Our nerves were on edge with suspense over the coming climb, and
whenever f did drop off to sleep, it was only to be roused rudely
to alertness a moment later by a whispered inquiry as to the
time.
By three o'clock we were off from camp, stumbling our way by
lantern light through the heavy bushes, and the early dawn of a
north Canada summer found us well up on the grass slopes beneath
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the rocks. Two main couloirs led up toward the point where the
south ridge joins the main body of the mountain. The left hand
one was followed to its head and then an easy traverse brought us
past the base of two tempting chimneys to that of a third, the one
we had selected to bring us up to the foot of the black belt of rock.
An hour's climbing here was difficult enough to force us to move one
at a time, but never such as to put the leader at a loss for holds.
As we climbed out of this long chimney onto a buttress at the base
of the black belt we were delighted to see that the route we had
chosen above did lead into a very deep chimney. It was narrow
and blocked in places by chockstones, but it looked possible and
our spirits rose.
After a pause for breakfast Jefferson led off into the chimney.
The pitches were long, the holds few, and the climbing very
strenuous. 'Where the chocks tones blocked the narrow chimney,
he was forced into exposed positions but throughout climbed
steadily whether 'within the crack or clinging to its outer lip. This
was the most enjoyable part of the climb, for it brought us out
from the dark recesses of the chimney where the thrill of climbing
over height was so much lessened. Above the black band the
chimney widened out and deepened until it placed us upon a landing covered with loose rock sloping up to the left towards the north'west ridge. The rock in these two long chimneys was very firm
and the holds reliable. We were not once bothered by the falling
stones which might be expected in such a place.
Another hour brought us to the ridge and thence to the summit,
though the excessive steepness of the ridge several times forced us
to forsake it temporarily for the cliffs to the right. The mountain
falls away sharply on the further side of the northwest ridge, and
the great drop below adds to the pleasure of the climbing. Having
by good luck not been forced to retrace our steps at all on the
ascent, we were on the summit by nine o'clock, and so had the
pleasure of loitering on the top for an hour or two. 'We puzzled out
what we thought might have been the route of ascent of Throne,
and wondered at the steepness with which Oldhorn rises from the
bed of the Astoria River. The view of the Ramparts is superb
from Blackhorn for the whole chain is in sight over the lakes below.
After a little scouting about on the southern side of the summit in
an effort to ascertain whether a possible line of descent to the lower
south ridge could be discovered, we were discouraged by the rottenness of the rock and the extreme sheerness of the cliffs which
entirely prevented our getting any view of their stretches,
and the descent was made by the same chimney route followed
on the ascent. Four hours later we were back at our high camp.
Soon the packs were filled and shouldered, and our party of three
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was again under way on the trail, facing back towards the
Tonquin.
N<?TE:.More mat~rial on mount~ineering in this locality will be found in: "The
Ght!ermg Mountams of Canada by J. M. Thorington, pages 205-225. "AppalachIa" of December, 1926, pages 536, 541. "Canadian Alpine Journal" of 1923
pages 53, 189, 209. "Canadian AII?ine Journal" of 19!H, pages 53, 60.
'
" The .D~partment of .the InterIOr, Ottawa, has published a small pamphlet
D.escl'lphon of and GUide to Jasper Park," containing many photographs of the
regIOn. From that Departm~nt.nlaY also be obtained the best maps of the district:
~heet no. 28 the InterprovlllCIaI Boundary Survey, revised to 1925; and sheet no.
D of the 1917 Map of the Central Part of .Jasper Park."

Local Skiing
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SKII~G I~ THE BASIN BELOW THE SliMMIT OF KATAHDIN
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ARTHUR C. COMEY

ITH the rapidly increasing interest in cross-country skiing
has come a recognition of its value in developing balance
and confidence in the rock climber and mountaineer, and
conversely the value of expert rock climbing in developing ability
in skiing. In New England our interest has been revived in the
smoother hills and the lower mountains, as well as in the lumber
roads andthe few mountain" carriage roads," and finally in those
very J'are passages of steep open mountain slopes affording the
sportiest of skiing mid truly grand surroundings. The uncertainties of snow falling or staying on the ground in sufficient depth
and unthawed preclude much attention to the country south of a
line through Boston. On the other hand the distances and difficulties of winter travel eliminate the White Mountains, Maine,
Vermont and the Berkshires except for excursions of several days.
During the past two years most of the region within 125 miles
north and west of Boston has been explored and the principal
skiing runs traversed. For a one-day trip an interesting circuit of
five miles or more over the Groton Hills, 35 miles away, may be
run on steep grassy slopes whether the snow is three inches or three
feet deep. 'Vith snow preferably a foot deep or more, the Wapack
Range of mountains 1800 to 2300 feet high becomes a sporty strip
of skiing ground, with the Wapack Trail twenty miles long as its
axis. Its southernmost pastures on the slopes of Mt. vVatatic are a
little over fifty miles northwest of Boston: its highest point, South
Pack JVlonadnock, with a steep "carriage road," about seventy.
New Ipswich or, by arrangement, Wapack Lodge provides an
overnight stop.
For two-day trips there are ten or twelve accessible regions, of
which the best are perhaps Troy, N. H., for Gap and Monadnock
Mountains and Canaan for Mt. Cardigan and a cross-country
run via Hebron to Plymouth. Cardigan is the equal of many
of the White Mountain areas. The road-runs on Moosilauke and
Mt. vVashington are well known, but open slopes are rare in the
White Mountains. On still longer trips. excellent skiing ground of
various types and plenty of snow may be found at Mt. Rolland
in the Laurentians of Quebec and real mountain skiing on long
steep open slopes in the glacial cirques of Katahdin in Maine.
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Local Rock Climbing
By LINCOLN O'BRIEN
local Boston rock climbs are surprisingly good, not only
in contrast with our snow and ice work, but also with rock
climbing regions in the northern and southern Appalachians.
'We have several kinds of rock but the better climbing seems to be
consistently on that of granitic texture, with the possible exception
of the Nahant region with its Cambrian shale.
Our best climb within the immediate vicinity of Boston is the
Hitchcock quarry at Quincy. The most difficult course runs up a
one hundred and fifty foot steep rock face in a corner of the quarry,
overshadowed by a tremendous overhang. The route is - for a
face climb - diversified in character. The first pitch is difficult
- consisting of a 75° face with small holds, and ending in a fifteen
foot pendulum. The rope for this pendulum is lassooed over a
large piton some ten feet up and five to the right. Above this there
is about sixty feet of straightforward climbing to a large ledge
which is cracked away and is going to come off some day. The
third and last pitch is the most difficult and perhaps the least interesting. There is one place where one must do a r'iablissement
and swing into a ledge cut into the rock in the middle of a slight
overhang. Strong arm work. There used to be a nice handhold at
this point before the author in a mental aberration in his younger
days tried to put in a piton to make it safe for the veriest of tyros.
He succeeded only in knocking out both the piton and the handhold. We suspect the interposition of divine forces. There are
three or four courses similar to this in the neighboring quarries.
Rattlesnake Cliff in the BIue HilI Reservation is a granite outcropping affording shorter and more varied routes. It is excellent
for beginners and for bad weather. Having an open southern exposure it is the warmest cliff near Boston and the quickest to dry
after a rainfall.
Nahant is interesting, having one place where at high tide one
must go across on doubled ropes in the Tyrolean fashion. The rocks
in the woods behind the Roxbury Latin School; Castle Rock near
Wyoming, Mass.; the Black and "Vhite Rocks in the Middlesex
Fells; Robert's Quarry; Peabody Boulders; and Dogtown Common
all have good short stretches.
Within a day's trip of Boston the best climbs are Storm King,
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near West Point on the Hudson; Joe English HilI, New Boston,
N. H., two hours drive from Boston; and Huntington's Ravine on
Mount Washington. Then there are many more climbs of varying
degree of interest.
On many of these cliffs the climber will find pitons at strategic
points. Whether he (and the reader) snort with disgust or sigh with
relief, I wish to justify our conduct in implanting these pitons.
We have done our best to place them in positions where they would
be a factor of safety but would not make the climb easier. They
are not placed in the middle of pitches but at the end, or beginning,
to enable the rope to be attached to them by means of a lca1'abine1'.
Thus the various men on the rope cannot use the pitons to get
themselves over difficult places, but can easily prevent each other
from being killed or injured if they fall off. I understand that our
English cousins frown on the use of pitons as unsportsmanlike, as
they once frowned upon crampons. W'e nevertheless contest that
the maintenance of our clean accident record, for rock climbing, is
of more desirability than the thrill that comes from the kno'wledge
that if one falls off one will be killed. So we continue to place
pitons as safeguards, but we never put them where they would be
useful as handholds.
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